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1,000 Stunpy GROUPS: THE
NEXT GREAT STEP FOR THE
URANTIA REVELATION

thousands of independent
study groups worldwide.

Thousands of study groups
must be brought into
existence and the book
must be translated into
many tongues. Thus will
the book be in readiness
when the battle for man’s

5 1 liberty is finally won and
1 “\J/ the world is once more
i b y, made safe for the religion
] of Jesus and the freedom
By Mo Siegel, president, of mankind.
Urantia Foundation,
Colorado, United States —Mandate to the Early
Leaders

Every Tuesday night for
the past 45 years, my Why Study Groups Matter
calendar has been booked
for our study group. This The Urantia Book teaches
group has been together that religion is primarily a
since the 19703, eVOIVing persona| connection
from in-person meetings between the individual and
into a Zoom family after God. However, it also

COVID. Itis, simply put, a reminds us that sharing
spiritual family: a place for  gpjritual insights enhances

learning and loving. that connection. Study

) ] o groups offer a space to ask
Since the first printing in questions, explore
1955, the priorities of the teachings, pray, worship
revelation have included together, and reflect on
translations, book how to live as a child of
distribution, socialization, God. For both new and
and building the financial experienced readers, they
infrastructure to support help build friendships
all of these efforts. We are  grounded in spiritual
now moving into the next  yajyes and intellectual

important phase—creating  growth.
and expanding into

Why Decentralized Study
Groups?

Decentralized study groups
allow the revelation to grow
naturally and resiliently.
From on high, they may
appear like shining lights
spreading across the world.
When thousands of small
circles of believers study and
live these teachings, the
revelation becomes both
unstoppable and strong. The
power of decentralization is
based on several key truths:

¢ Thousands of small
independent groups
don’t have a single point
of institutional failure—
no imposed hierarchy,
no fossilized truth.

e Each independent
group adapts naturally to
its own culture and
community while
remaining unified with
all readers through the
teachings.

* Decentralization
fosters personal religion
while fulfilling the deep
human need for spiritual
fellowship.

* History teaches that
no transformation of
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religion comes without
conflict. Thousands of
independent groups,
however, are
extraordinarily difficult
to attack and silence.

There’s a Study Group for
You

The Urantia Book was never
meant to be read alone.
Find your group—in person
or on Zoom. Study,

companionship, and
spiritual growth await you
there. You will find it a
place to open your mind to
the light of truth and to let
your light shine. Let there
be a thousand such points
of light that will help
transform this world.

To find a group, please visit
the Urantia Book Study
Group Directory.
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UPDATES FROM THE JANUARY 2026 TRUSTEE MEETING

By Judy Van Cleave,
secretary, Urantia
Foundation, Idaho, United
States

Books

Tamara Strumfeld reported
that Urantia Foundation
had another successful
year for book distribution,
and the goal of a 7%
increase was attained!
Sales totaled 23,928
copies, up 7% from 2024.
Downloads totaled 53,567
books, up 21% for the year.
Donated books totaled
1,657 copies, up 17% for
the year.

The top priorities for the
first quarter of 2026
include overseeing book

printings and the testing of
a new book app for Android
and Apple devices.

Cultural Advisory Council
(CAC)

Chris Wood announced the
new cohort of four CAC
members. The liaison team
was careful to consider
time zones since the
advisors are expected to
attend one another’s
meetings. They decided to
focus on multinational
readers from Europe, South
America, and Africa.

Please join me in
welcoming the 2026-2027
CAC!

e Mr. Emeka Anazodo from
Nigeria

* Ms. Vanessa Caycho from
Peru, now residing in the
United States

* Ms. Ady Namaran
Coulibaly of the Ivory Coast
and Ghana

e Mr. Antonio Schefer from
the Netherlands, Colombia,
and Peru

Education

Joanne Strobel reported
that the September
trimester of Urantia Book
International School (UBIS)

Emeka Anazodo

Ady Namaran

wrapped up on November
23. They enrolled 277
students into 19 courses,
presented by 26 facilitators
representing eight language
branches. French courses

Antonio Schefer
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resumed and enjoyed a
great turnout. Myra Hight
joined the Foundation’s
UBIS team in October to
manage the English branch.

Chris Wood reported on the
success of the November
Science Symposium and
observed that the videos
have received lots of views.
The Education Committee is
hosting an additional
quarterly meeting of
interorganizational
education leaders to
update one another on their
respective activities. They
collectively decided to focus
the reader community on
the importance of study
groups.

Q4 Fundraising and
Finances

¢ Unrestricted donations
fell 19% below Q4 of 2024
but were up 30% for the
year.

* Restricted donations rose
29% above Q4 of 2024 and
were up 15% for the year.

 Total income rose 22%
over Q4 of 2024 and was
43% over budget.

* Total YTD expenses rose
5% over 2024 but came in
8% under budget.

Governance

The Governance Committee
reviewed and discussed the

results of a board
assessment that was
conducted in November.
The trustees are committed
to ensuring that the
expanded board functions
effectively and is
strategically aligned with
the Foundation’s mission
and values.

Mustard Seed Grants
Program

Sherry Cathcart Chavis
reported that there will be
two interactive information
sessions on Zoom to help
applicants understand the
application process and
expectations. The dates for
these sessions were
January 30 and February 6.
The staff of Urantia

Foundation will continue to
guide grant applicants
throughout the process and
will help ensure that
grantees carefully read the
Letter of Agreement before
signing.

Translations

Reports were given on the
progress of the Esperanto,
Farsi, Greek, and Tagalog
translations, the
Portuguese revision, the
Spanish 1993 correction
project, and the Spanish
2021 revision refinement
project. There have been
some text updates for the
Dutch, Polish, and
Simplified Chinese
translations.

JOINING THE TEAM AT

By Lisa Crawford, Urantia
Foundation, Michigan,
United States

I'm deeply grateful to be
joining the Urantia
Foundation staff as
programs assistant and
honored to support the
Foundation’s mission to
preserve, translate, and
disseminate The Urantia
Book around the world.

| first encountered The
Urantia Book over four
years ago, and it quickly
became one of the most
compelling and life-
affirming works I've ever
read. Over time, it has
deepened my
understanding of God,
Jesus, our shared human
journey, and our place in
the cosmos.

| was raised by deeply
sincere parents—my father
a minister of the gospel—
who modeled humility,
service, and trust in God’s
leading. My spiritual path
later included biblical
scholarship, study of world
religions, and more than a
decade within Unitarian
Universalism. Looking back,
| can see how each step
prepared me to receive the
fifth epochal revelation with
gratitude.

In recent years, the Urantia
community has become an
important part of my life
through courses with
Urantia Book International
School (UBIS), study
groups, volunteering, and
service initiatives. I'm
especially grateful for the
spirit of goodwill I've
encountered—people united
by devotion to truth, beauty,
and goodness.

One line from The Urantia
Book that has stayed with
me is the reminder that
“the work is important, the
selfis not.”

48:6.37 (555.5) I find that
perspective grounding and
freeing in service-oriented

URANTIA FOUNDATION

work that depends on
cooperation and trust.

In my new role as programs
assistant, | will provide
coordination and support
for social media, grants,
translations, book
inventory, and special
projects—helping connect
people and efforts across a
global community of
readers and partners.

| feel privileged to serve
Urantia Foundation at this
moment and look forward
to contributing alongside so
many devoted individuals
as we carry this revelation
forward together.

“The work 1s important,

the self'is not.”
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CHIcAGO’S TUESDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP

By Ken Keyser and Bob
Solone, Urantia Foundation,
lllinois, United States

Editor’s Note: Study groups
have long been one of the
most meaningful ways
readers engage with the
teachings of The Urantia
Book. As part of a renewed
emphasis on growing study
groups worldwide, News
Online will begin featuring
stories from study group
hosts. We start with
Chicago’s Tuesday evening
study group at 533 W
Diversey Parkway.

Urantia Foundation, the
original publisher, has long
supported education and
the study of The Urantia
Book. For decades, since
the 1920s, the Forum
Room on the second floor
at 533 Diversey Parkway
has served as a welcoming
place where readers gather
to explore the teachings
together.

The Tuesday Evening Study
Group has continued
steadily in the Forum

i N
1%

Room—week after week,
year after year—forming
friendships and
connections that have
become a kind of extended
family.

Our group studies The
Urantia Book sequentially,
reading and discussing the
text at a thoughtful pace.
Typically, meeting once a
week, it takes four to five
years to complete the full

journey from cover to cover.

Then we start again from
page one, and, as many
readers will attest, we
continue to learn new
insights each read-through.

In 2018, Zoom technology
was introduced so those
who could not attend
physically could still
participate. When the
pandemic arrived in 2020,
the group moved fully
online, and readers from
around the country—and
eventually around the
world—began joining the
Tuesday evening
conversations.

Today the group has
become a hybrid gathering.
A few participants attend in
person at the Foundation,
while others join from their
homes across the United
States and beyond. Those
who gather in person often
enjoy dinner together
beforehand at one of the
nearby restaurants. These
informal meals help
strengthen the friendships
that grow naturally when
people spend time
studying, reflecting, and
getting to know one
another.

Like any long-running study
group, consistency has
been one of the keys to its
longevity. With only the
occasional holiday break,
participants know that
Tuesday evening will almost

always find this small
community gathering
again—opening the book,
reading together, and
sharing insights.

For many of us, the
Tuesday Evening Study
Group has become a small
but steady light in the
week—a warm, friendly, and
comfortable environment—
and a welcomed break
from our busy lives.

We remain grateful to
Urantia Foundation for
providing a welcoming and
historically meaningful
place where readers can
gather to study and reflect
on these supernal
teachings.
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MUSTARD SEED GRANT—DISSEMINATING THE
REVELATION IN CHILE, ITALY, AND MALTA

By Marian Hughes, Hawaii,
United States

Editor’s Note: Marian and
Matthew Hughes were
recipients of the second
round of Mustard Seed
Grant awards in 2025, their
third. Marian shares their
completed project below.

In the early 1970s a
Urantia Book reader told
me a story. She was
walking down a library aisle
when a Urantia Book
dropped off an upper shelf
and landed right in front of
her! She became a lifelong
reader and teacher of the
revelation. That story has
been my inspiration to
place copies of The Urantia
Book in as many libraries
on Planet 606 as | can. |
believe that if we just get
the book out there, we can
leave the rest to our
unseen friends and the
Spirit of Truth.

| have been privileged to
meet some of the people
who found one of those
“Library Placement” books.

One book placed in a library
on the Spanish island of
Tenerife found its way to
Hara Davis, who went on to
produce many Urantia Book
study guides. Another copy
left at Findhorn in the north
of Scotland in 1973 was
found by someone who
later started a study group
in England. | had the
fortune of meeting him
years later at a European
conference where we put
two and two together. |
have no doubt there are
countless other souls
quietly enriched by books
donated to libraries in
corners of the world | may
never know.

More recently the Mustard
Seed Grants Program
(MSGP) has supported my
efforts to place books in
libraries in Hawaii and Chile
(2023), and in Ireland
(2025). My husband, Matt,
and | have just completed
our third project of placing
30 Urantia Books. The
recipients were nine
libraries on the island of
Chiloe, located off mainland
Chile, and another in the
large city of Osorno, which
is north of our second
home. Mark Wood helped
by placing 10 more books
in libraries on the islands of
Malta, his home country.
The final 10 are being
placed in Italy.

It has been a pleasure
working with Urantia
Foundation and friends
both seen and unseen to
help spread the fifth
epochal revelation to this
“strife-torn world.”
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MUSTARD SEED GRANT—
THE KITCHEN TABLE SERIES

By Geoffrey Theiss, the
Urantia Book Fellowship,
Nevada, United States

Editor’s Note: The Urantia
Book Fellowship was a
recipient of the second
round of Mustard Seed
Grant awards in 2024. The
following article is a report
on this completed project.

Inspired by a church event
called “God and Coffee,”
the Kitchen Table
educational series was
created to help students of
The Urantia Book share
soulful discussions with the
people they see every day,
and to foster deeper
relationships with them. In
a world of technology with
increasing levels of
isolation, many feel they
are living in a neighborhood
without neighbors. Fewer
and fewer of us really know
the people we interact with
“in real life.” How do we
move beyond the
superficial and talk about
life's big questions with
friends, family, and
neighbors?

We developed a series of
short videos based on the
teachings of The Urantia
Book. Our goal was
threefold: Interfaith,
interesting, and family
friendly. The videos were
designed for study group
leaders or readers who
simply want to share the
teachings and integrate
them into everyday life. The
selected topics were
intentionally broad so that
readers and nonreaders
can share and learn from
different points of view.

The five to seven questions
that accompany each video
invite discussion on
important topics such as
“The Universal Father,”

@) THE URANTIA BOOK
rELLows P

A / Welcome / Two-Minute Takeaways

“Evolution,” “The Nature of
Evil,” “Life in the Universe,”
“The Value of Religion,” and
“The Teachings of Jesus.”
They are available in
Spanish and English.

Early results have been
promising. One study group
leader shared, “I made a
postcard and dropped it at
35 homes: You're Invited!
Neighborhood Open House
and Discussion Hour on
‘The Big Questions.’” This
week: Evolution. Coffee,
tea, and snacks provided;
children of all ages
welcome.”

The surprising turnout
included Hindu, Chinese,
nonreligious, Catholic, and

Two-Minute Takeaways From The Urantia Book

Explore compeliing and original idess found in The Urantis Book.

The Evolution of Raligion

The Nature of Evil

¥y
A7 B

atheist neighbors, all living
within a two-block radius!
Three school-age children
attended and were
wonderful icebreakers,
enthusiastically raising their
hands to ask about
dinosaurs, and whether
extinct animals can ever
come back. Given
unanimous interest, the
group plans to meet again to
discuss other life in the
universe, aliens, and
extraterrestrials.

What topic would you like to
discuss around your own
kitchen table? Contact me at

fellowship@urantiabook.org.

Walcome v The Urantis Book v Resourcs Litrary v Lesmwith Others v Get More Invoived v Legin GIVE =

L

The Divine Mother

‘Our Evolutionary Nature
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MUSTARD SEED GRANT—
THE URANTIA REVELATION CHANNEL

totaling 14,200 hours of
viewing time.

With input from the MSGP
team, we have improved
the scripting and video
creation. By digging
deeper into the text, we
are able to present The
Urantia Book as a
superior text for today’s
modern age, integrating
the origins, histories, and

destinies of the cosmos,
the galaxies, our planet,
mankind, and Jesus.

We are grateful to Urantia
Foundation’s MSGP. In
addition to a new

community of subscribers,

we now have 15
advanced readers in our
WhatsApp group, many of
whom meet weekly on
Zoom. Jacinta Rini and |

are also facilitating
Indonesian courses for
Urantia Book
International School
(UBIS).

Please visit
www.youtube.com/@Uran
tiaRevelationChannel.
And don’t forget to Like,
Subscribe, and Share!

By Nugroho Widi, Jakarta,
Indonesia

Editor’s Note: Widi was a
recipient of the second
round of Mustard Seed
Grant awards in 2025, his
third. He shares his
completed project below.

The Urantia Revelation
Channel debuted on
YouTube in 2023 with an
initial grant from the
Mustard Seed Grants
Program (MSGP) and an
additional Second Miler
Grant from the Urantia
Book Fellowship. Our
videos explain The Urantia
Book to younger readers
using popular language
and a tutorial format
where we respond to
questions from viewers.

Since 2023, we have
published 50
documentary-style videos,
most in Indonesian, since
90% of our viewers are
local. With a current
subscriber count of
2,062, the channel has
received 143,000 views,

Urantia Revelation Channel

(@UrantiaRevelationChannel - 2.62K subscribers - 49 videos

The Urantia Book is revelation from the universe about the reality, God, cosmos, un
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THE PERSONALITY APPROACH RETREAT

By Gard Jameson, Nevada,
United States

In early March a small
group of 10 gathered at
Urantia Foundation for a
three-day retreat exploring
the “Personality Approach”
to reality. We began with a
Jeffersonian dinner, where
each participant shared a
personal story about
themselves, their family, or
their ancestors. Those
stories quickly created a
circle of trust—an
atmosphere of openness,
laughter, and heartfelt
sharing that set the tone for
our time together.

Over the following days we
explored the remarkable
divine gift of personality
and the spiritual journey of
becoming fully who we are
created to be. Our
conversation followed the
ideas, ideals, and
contemplative practices
shared in the text, The
Beatitudes: Explorations in
the Attitude of the Soul,
with reference to Paper
140 of The Urantia Book.
Our periods of silence and
shared reflections
reminded us that while the
revelation often first
appeals to the intellect, the
deeper work of
transformation takes place
in the heart—where

compassion, healing, and
love engage their quiet
work.

Each day included time for
worship and stillness,
reflecting the simple but
powerful discipline of
spending intentional time
with the divine presence
within, our divine
appointment with God. As |
often tell my students, even
a few minutes of quiet each
day can open the door to a
quality of wisdom that can
help us recognize the
sacred personality in every
person we encounter.

Our time together was
enriched by the warm
hospitality of Mike Wood
and Evette Twyford, whose
meals and gracious care
helped create a welcoming
environment. On Friday
evening we also enjoyed a
tour of the Foundation,
including the remarkable
Melchizedek Library of
historical materials and the
collection of pottery bearing
the ancient three
concentric circles from
Cyprus. Fossils, stones,
minerals, and artwork
celebrating the Life Carriers
and the evolution of life on
our world are displayed as
well.

Participants left with deep
appreciation for the
opportunity to share stories,
explore spiritual practice,
and rediscover the creative
and sacred gift of
personality. My hope is that
each of us continues the
quiet work we began
together—setting aside time
each day to sit in stillness
with the divine presence
within, allowing wisdom,
compassion, and love to

guide the unfolding of our
unique personality. And,
more importantly, may we
come to see three
essentials about ourselves
and others: first, the sacred
dimension of every other
person; second, that every
person deserves beloved
community; and finally, that

every person, through
God’s will, has a gift unique
unto themselves that
enriches all of us.

May your smile be blessed
by your heart, and may it
bring this blessing to each
person you meet!

Back: Francisco Martinez, Bruce Manheim, Gard Jameson
Middle: Maria Telemont, Angela Sword, Sharri Gaines,

Susan Flack, Kathryn Olsen

Front: Lisa Crawford, Linda McEntyre, Allison Zopel

Kathryn Olsen, Linda McEntyre, Angela Sword, Francisco
Martinez, Gard Jameson, Mike Wood, Maria Telemont,
Bruce Manheim, Lisa Crawford, Susan Flack, Sharri Gaines

May your smile be blessed by your heart,

and may it bring this blessing to each
person you meet!
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WHAT THE URANTIA Book MEANS TO ME

‘u
By Theresa Schumann,
South Africa

| was given a copy of The
Urantia Book by a friend in
2008 after the Sunday
service at our spiritualist
church, the Sanctuary of
Light. A relative had sent it
to her, but since she spoke
Afrikaans, she said | could
have it since she didn’t
understand the English. |
took the book and flipped it
over to read the
description. | was intrigued
by the fact that Part IV was
about the life and teachings
of Jesus. | was even more
fascinated by the
authorship. Now | really
became excited, certain
that | would learn more
truths about Jesus. | hurried
home, determined to read
this book as soon as
possible.

| had no problem with the
English, and that night as |
started to read, | realized
that this was a book that
needed to be read in small
doses; to be savored, like
an elixir of life. | cried when
| read of Jesus’ crucifixion
and his suffering, but |
loved the way the soldiers

were “spooked.” | slowly
worked my way through
Part IV and then turned my
attention to the front of the
book. | discovered strange
new words, and learned
about morontia, Mighty
Messengers, and mansion
worlds. The concept of
Thought Adjusters was easy
for me to understand
because as a spiritualist, |
believe we have spiritual
guides with us in our daily
lives.

The Urantia Book confirmed
many of my spiritualist
beliefs. For example, our
mission statement says,
“The Sanctuary of Light
brings spiritual
enlightenment to ALL
people regardless of their
race, religion, or creed.” |
am reminded of Jesus
traveling about,
speaking to various
groups of people.
Regardless of what
prejudices they may
have held, he !
opened their minds =
to look at their
situations in a
different light.

o
e

| discovered Urantia
Book International
School (UBIS) in
2017 and began to
study online. Since
that time, | have
completed 13
courses on a wide
variety of subjects.
In 2018 | learned of
a retreat for women
at Urantia
Foundation
headquarters,

When | mentioned to my
family that | wanted to
attend they all said, “It's a
scam! Don’t waste your
money.” That made me
even more determined, and
I made the long flight from
Johannesburg to Chicago. |
so enjoyed the retreat and
was delighted to meet other
readers.

| had donated my copy of
The Urantia Book to the
Sanctuary of Light’s library.
South African bookshops
don’t stock this kind of
book, and Amazon doesn’t
deliver because there is a
high risk that the delivery
drivers may get hijacked.
So, | was delighted to find
another copy in 2020
through Takealot, South
Africa's largest online
retailer. | also have a copy

of The Untold Story of Jesus
with its beautiful paintings.

| have given many readings
and addresses at the
Sanctuary of Light using
themes from The Urantia
Book. | have even read the
Our Father prayer. |
emphasize that the unity of
truth, beauty, and
goodness can only be
realized in the spiritual
experience of the God-
knowing personality, and
that the great challenge to
modern man is to achieve
better communication with
the divine presence within.

| end this story with the
words we always use at the
Sanctuary of Light: “I leave
this with you in love and
light.”

2018 Dancing with God—Courageously Living His Love
Back: Doreen Heyne, Katharina Becker, Joanne Strobel

called “Dancing with njiggle: Karen Woodbury, Patricia Hall, Theresa Hall
God— Courageously  Front: Mary Huggins, Theresa Schumann, Carolyn Prentice,

Living His Love.”

Cheryl Glicker, Jodi Niggemann, Line St-Pierre
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The Urantia Book
Fellowship International
Conference 2026 (I1C26)

Emergence:
Personal to Planetary

July 12-16, 2026, at the i i 5
Asilomar Conference Center, ¥ Ny

near Monterey, California. L WA R
ENMERGENCE

THE URANTIA BOOK FELLOWSHIP

2026 CONFERENCE AT ASILOMAR

IC26 will be an opportunity to deepen
your connection with Our Father,
recharge your spiritual batteries, grow in
community, and be inspired by the seashore’s majesty.

https://urantiabook.org/ic26
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Urantia Association
International and
Associacao Urantia do Brasil
are pleased to announce

The Urantia Book and the
Challenges of Today:
A Spiritual Response to
the Modern World

May 27 to 30, 2027, at the
Interludium Hotel in the city of

2027 URANTIA
Foz do Iguagu, globally CO N FE RE N CE
renowned as the gateway to the

massive Iguazu Falls, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

This gathering of Urantia Book students from around the world
will coincide with the widely celebrated Corpus Christi annual
celebration.

For more information, go to:
urantia-association.org/event/13th-international-conference-brazil-2027/



https://urantiabook.org/ic26
https://urantia-association.org/event/13th-international-conference-brazil-2027/

