
Reflections 
on the 

Taiwan Conference  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Reflections on the Taiwan 
Conference 

1  

Updates from the July 2024 
Trustee Meeting 

4 

Passing the Torch—Change 
Is in the Air at Urantia 
Book International School 

5 

The Cultural Advisory 
Council Welcomes Chile 

7 

The Marriage and Family 
Adventure! An Online 
Symposium 

8 

What The Urantia Book 
Means to Me 

9 

Announcements 10 

Volume 18,  Issue  3 .  October 2024  

URANTIA  FOUNDATION’S   

NEWS  ONLINE  

By Several Attendees of 

the Conference 

 

Editor’s Note: In mid-

March, on the heels of the 

long-awaited online 

publication of The Urantia 

Book into simplified 

Chinese characters, 

representatives of Urantia 

Foundation gathered in 

Taiwan. They presented 

the teachings to an 

enthusiastic group of 

Chinese-speaking 

students of A Course in 

Light—a series of lessons 

in spiritual development. 

 

Click here to read about 

the conference and its 

planners in the July issue. 

 

The following article is a 

compilation of reflections 

on what this seminal 

Urantia gathering meant 

to some of the 

participants. 

Appreciations are 

extended to: Mo Siegel; 

Gard Jameson; Georges 

Michelson-Dupont; Victor 

García-Bory; Gaétan 

Charland; Geri Johnson 

and her husband, Rob 

Mastroianni; and Tamara 

Strumfeld, who joined 

Urantia Book translator 

Richard Zhu and spiritual 

leader Vicki Yang in Taipei, 

Taiwan, for a two-day 

conference. 

 

https://www.urantia.org/news/2024-07/urantia-foundation-visits-taiwan
https://www.urantia.org/news/2024-07/urantia-foundation-visits-taiwan
https://www.urantia.org/news/2024-07/urantia-foundation-visits-taiwan
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will help convince others, 

and we must support one 

another along the journey. 

 

I salute everyone who has 

ever been here, taking 

that single step in the 

journey of a thousand 

miles. Let us not just walk 

the journey, but dance! It 

is a dance for life. 

 

 

When I learned that there 

are papers in The Urantia 

Book that focus on Jesus, 

my interest was piqued. 

And when I learned that 

Jesus is also Michael of 

Nebadon, our Creator Son, 

I felt infinitely touched 

and wistful. My 

understanding has been 

expanded! 

 

When I first heard of The 

Urantia Book, I wanted to 

learn more, but reading 

the English text is not 

easy for me. I have been 

waiting for the Chinese 

translation. I am very 

thankful to the Universal 

Father that I can read the 

book and learn with 

others! 

 

The conference was a 

sharing of unexpected 

gains! I didn't realize what 

a grand and rare 

opportunity this was until 

at the very end of the 

event, when a fellow 

student asked, “Have 

there been any 

miraculous inspirations in 

the long process of 

handing down The 

Urantia Book?” I was very 

touched by all the 

responses. They were 

powerful stories, and I felt 

a real sense of love and 

family. I felt so blessed 

and thankful that these 

people are involved in this 

mission! 

 

I've heard a lot about this 

book, and now I've finally 

met it. Every moment of 

the conference was 

abundant and beautiful. 

This exchange not only 

raised our awareness and 

understanding of the 

reality of the universe, but 

also enhanced our minds, 

our senses, and our 

experiences. 

 

This conference was like a 

meeting between the 

universe and the earth. 

Seeing every lecturer from 

every country, every 

student from every place, 

the convergence of 

energies filling the space, 

I felt as if I were in the 

Garden of Eden. 

 

Reflections 

I believe it was God’s 

blessing that brought you 

all here to be with us. You 

came to reveal higher 

truths, to teach us that 

we are embarking on the 

most rewarding journey in 

life—to find God, and to 

serve others along the 

way. Your presence was a 

wake-up call! 

 

My Outlook email 

signature reads, “Sharing 

is Creating.” That 

weekend I learned that 

“Sharing is Godlike—

divine.” 111:5:1 (1221.2) 

 

It takes a strong mind to 

absorb such an enormous 

revelation of higher truth, 

and to undergo the 

resultant shifts in 

consciousness. The Tao 

Te Ching says, “A journey 

of a thousand miles 

begins with a single step.” 

In March of 2024, I took 

my first step closer to a 

divine revelation. 

 

Reading The Urantia Book 

and discerning its 

profound truths will be a 

monumental task, one 

that requires active 

commitment. I believe 

this revelation will change 

the world and lead us to a 

better future. Our actions 

Dr. Claire von Joe Li 

Dennis 

Shengxuan Shen 

Wagi 

Nania Wong 

Amber Wang 

Taipei, Taiwan 
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more patient with 

ourselves. 

 

 

 

The topic of “Cosmic 

Consciousness” gave me 

the opportunity to more 

clearly know the Spirit 

that dwells within us, to 

recognize the Thought 

Adjuster, which helps us 

to awaken within us the 

desire to seek God's 

teachings, to fulfill God's 

will, and to be sustained! 

It has moved me to 

connect with my inner 

Thought Adjuster on a 

daily basis. 

 

 

 

Today has been a very 

emotional day, and I can't 

say enough about it! I can 

only be thankful to the 

many brothers and sisters 

who have made the 

publication of The Urantia 

Book possible, so that we, 

too, can be blessed by it. 

Getting to know God is a 

very personal journey! 

 

Two men shed touching 

tears at today's Urantia 

Book workshop. We may 

not be able to fully 

empathize with the strong 

sense of mission and 

dedication that is behind 

these tears, but at least 

we know that it is 

because of their selfless 

dedication that we have 

the opportunity to know 

God better. 

It was an eye-opening 

lesson to realize that 

Jesus is not just the Son 

or the Ascended Master 

we thought he was, but 

that his true identity is 

our Planetary Prince, who 

gave himself to his people 

for the good of his people 

We Earthlings are part of 

a larger universe, 

inhabiting the world 

recognized as “Urantia,” 

and possessing cosmic 

citizenship. 

 

 

 

Spending most of one’s 

life re-reading a book 

definitely has value. I'm 

thankful for your hearts, 

love, and patience in 

spending so much time 

and effort just to give us a 

glimpse of what's going 

on in the universe. This 

also inspires us to be 

Hellen Yang 

Rosa Siu Wah 

Hye Jin Angie 

Professor Xunling Bai 

Confucius 
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opportunities for more 

growth in the regions 

where these titles sell. 

 

The strong start in book 

sales for the first half of 

2024 is indeed 

encouraging. Overall, 

41,054 Urantia Books—

physical and electronic—

have been sent into the 

world, and the team will 

continue its work to 

increase distribution next 

quarter. 

 

Education 

 

Participants in the June 

“Marriage and Family 

Adventure! An Online 

Symposium” shared their 

thoughts on having 

participated in the 

project. Tamara 

Strumfeld offered the 

opening prayer on both 

mornings and 

participated as a panelist. 

Gard Jameson, Olga 

López, and Chris Wood 

were all presenters, some 

serving as panelists as 

well. Although we had 

hoped for higher 

attendance, the seminar 

was both meaningful and 

timely. The sessions were 

recorded and are now 

available for viewing on 

YouTube. Click here. 

 

Olga López gave a verbal 

summary of the Urantia 

Book International School 

(UBIS) written report. In 

April, 225 students were 

enrolled in 18 classes, 

which were facilitated by 

24 volunteers from 6 

language branches. 

Completion rates were 

typical, with 68% earning 

a Certificate of 

Completion. The 2023–

2024 academic year 

wrapped up with a global 

meeting on June 22. 

 

Olga was recently named 

manager of the English 

branch, handing over the 

management of the 

Spanish branch to Erika 

Webster after many years 

of service. Her goal is to 

cohere the English group 

and work with Joanne 

Strobel to gain a 

comprehensive 

understanding of UBIS. 

Olga noted that the 

program has proven to be 

an incubator for 

leadership development. 

UBIS now has an 

impressive roster of 73 

trained teacher-

facilitators from around 

the world. 

 

Tamara Strumfeld 

reported on the activities 

of the Urantia Book Study 

Group Directory. With so 

much automated now, 

the work required is 

mainly to answer reader 

inquiries. Several 

international volunteers 

were enlisted to help 

contact study groups for 

the annual cleanup, and 

that task has been 

completed. There has 

been a lull in the growth 

of study groups, so 

committee members will 

meet to discuss ways to 

generate interest. Click 

here to visit the Urantia 

Book Study Group 

Directory. 

 

Fundraising and Finances 

 

• Q2 unrestricted 

donations were 22% 

above Q2 of 2023 and 

26% above Q2 budget. 

 

• Restricted donations 

were 3% below Q2 of 

2023 and 1% above Q2 

budget. 

 

• Q2 estate gifts totaled 

$208,188. 

 

• Total income increased 

by 3% compared to Q2 of 

2023 and was 9% over 

budget. 

 

• Administrative 

expenses increased by 

17% compared to Q2 of 

last year but are 2% below 

the projected budget. 

 

• Total expenses 

decreased by 1% from Q2 

of 2023 and are 18% 

under budget. 

 

Mustard Seed Grants 

Program (MSGP) 

 

Sherry Cathcart Chavis 

reported on the status of 

grant awards and their 

current progress. 

 

The second round for 

2024 began on July 31 

with a call for proposals. 

The submission deadline 

was September 11. 

Awards for this round will 

be announced in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Cultural Advisory Council 

(CAC) 

 

The Foundation’s Cultural 

Advisory Council is an 

ongoing effort to bring 

awareness from diverse 

cultures around the world 

to the board, and in turn, 

bring greater 

understanding of the 

Foundation to these 

communities. Mr. Felipe 

Arrigorriaga from 

By Judy Van Cleave, 

secretary, Urantia 

Foundation, Idaho, United 

States 

 

Operations Overview 

 

Books 

 

Overall, Urantia 

Foundation’s book 

business showed growth 

in several areas despite 

some fluctuations. Total 

book distribution in Q2 

increased 11% over Q2 

2023, and YTD book 

distribution increased 

12%. 

 

English sales are 

performing exceptionally 

well, with a significant 

26% increase in Q2 and a 

4% increase year-to-date. 

French sales are also 

bouncing back now that 

the inventory has been 

replenished, with Q2 

sales up by 142% and 

year-to-date sales up 

35%. 

 

While some areas like 

Portuguese and Spanish 

sales have faced 

challenges in Q2, the 

Portuguese market still 

shows strong year-to-date 

growth at 24%. Efforts will 

be made in the coming 

quarter to identify 

Updates  from the  July  2024  Trustee  Meet ing  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHAWeALNK3fBZW0HV6YpFjTXxvhDgpsJH
https://www.urantiastudygroup.org/
https://www.urantiastudygroup.org/
https://www.urantiastudygroup.org/
https://www.urantiastudygroup.org/
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World Wide Web with 

Dorothy Elder. As a retired 

educator, Dorothy 

immediately embraced 

Georges’s vision to offer 

options to isolated Urantia 

Book readers around the 

world, and proceeded to 

found the Urantia Book 

Internet School. After a 

solid twelve years of steady 

growth, Dorothy retired and 

handed the reins to 

Georges. Under his 

benevolent guidance and a 

strategic ten-year 

expansion plan, UBIS 

continued to grow and 

thrive. Trained volunteers 

now span the globe, 

offering free online courses 

to fellow readers in seven 

languages, with more to 

come. Twenty-five years 

later, UBIS (now called 

opportunity to study The 

Urantia Book in their own 

language, within a culturally 

diverse environment. 

 

Decades of Leadership 

 

Olga has been a reader 

since 1995. She learned 

about The Urantia Book 

By Georges Michelson-

Dupont, international vice 

president, manager of 

translations, and former 

trustee-liaison to UBIS, 

Urantia Foundation, 

Recloses, France 

 

Editor’s Note: In mid-1998, 

Georges shared his ideas of 

harnessing the outreach 

potential of the nascent 

Passing the Torch—Change Is in 
the Air at Urantia Book 

International School  

be similar to that of the 

2019 planning session and 

will be modified to include 

more goals and strategy 

and fewer tactics. Joanne 

Strobel will facilitate the 

planning meeting for the 

board. 

 

Translations 

 

Georges Michelson-Dupont 

presented his 103rd 

Translation Report to the 

board. He reported on the 

following: the near 

completion of the Farsi 

translation, the Portuguese 

revision undergoing a 

review, and the progress of 

the Esperanto and Filipino 

translations. 

 

The board was updated on 

the status of the Spanish 

Translation and Revision 

research project 

conducted by Ipsos 

Ciesmori, a Bolivian 

research company. Their 

team conducted a three-

part plan: interviewing 

focus groups, collecting 

feedback, and gathering 

information from a survey 

of Spanish readers. The 

project is coming to 

completion, and we expect 

a final report from the 

company in the upcoming 

months. 

 

Website 

 

Tamara Strumfeld’s full 

report on the Foundation’s 

new website included a 

narrative detailing the 

tremendous task of 

bringing the website to 

launch ready. She thanked 

the staff who stepped up to 

make the launch 

successful. The board was 

treated to a “park ranger” 

walk-through of the 

website, compliments of 

Brad Garner—Urantia 

Foundation’s digital 

programs manager—

wherein members offered 

suggestions and were 

apprised of ongoing efforts 

for further improvements. 

Santiago, Chile, gave an 

hour-long presentation on 

the beauty of his country, 

including a brief history 

lesson, after which he 

shared his perspective on 

disseminating The Urantia 

Book in Chile. He shared 

what drew him to the book 

in 2004, what he feels is 

essential to make it more 

widely available in Chile, 

and what will bring current 

readers together. 

 

Governance 

 

The Expanded Board of 

Urantia Foundation will 

include a five-year strategic 

planning session as part of 

their October quarterly 

meeting. The schedule will 

Urantia Book International 

School) is recognized as 

an efficient, effective, and 

far-reaching educational 

outreach service to 

students of The Urantia 

Book around the world! 

 

After 14 years at the head 

of Urantia Book 

International School 

(UBIS), it pleases me to 

pass the torch to my dear 

friend and sister in spirit, 

Olga López of Barcelona, 

Spain, to succeed me as 

the UBIS liaison to the 

trustees of Urantia 

Foundation. Olga will 

oversee the continued 

development of our online 

school, seeking out the 

highest quality courses 

which offer students 

around the world an 

Olga López 
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each term. Today the 

Spanish branch offers five 

courses of varying levels 

and topics each trimester, 

as well as a monthly UBIS 

Spotlight Series for Spanish 

speakers. 

 

A Bit of History 

 

The long and varied history 

of UBIS spans 25 years 

since its inception in 1999 

by founder Dorothy Elder. It 

was the first online school 

devoted exclusively to 

facilitate study of The 

Urantia Book. By the time I 

replaced Dorothy at the 

helm in 2010, UBIS was 

firmly rooted in a solid 

foundation, thus enabling 

us to evolve into the more 

decentralized and 

international school of 

today. 

 

Many articles have been 

written about the school. I 

hope you will take a few 

minutes to read some 

highlights of our history. 

 

heart. There are far too 

many members to name, 

but they know who they are! 

 

Never have I witnessed so 

many volunteers from all 

parts of the world working 

together with such team 

spirit, responsibility, and 

self-sacrifice. As in any 

growing human enterprise, 

we've been through crises, 

but we've reaped many 

victories. Differences of 

opinion come second to the 

long-term interests of the 

school and its students. 

This is what has made UBIS 

what it is today—a vehicle of 

wholehearted service, 

dedicated to the 

dissemination of revealed 

truth to an ever-increasing 

number of readers 

worldwide. It comforts me 

to know that Urantia 

Foundation will continue to 

be a center of education for 

generations to come. 

through the novels of J. J. 

Benítez, and eagerly 

searched for the source of 

such extraordinary 

information about the 

organization of the 

universes and the life of 

Jesus. Since that time, 

spreading the teachings 

has been her passion. 

 

In 1998 Olga attended her 

first conference in Spain. 

From 2004 to 2012 she 

was the president of 

Urantia Association of 

Spain. She also served as 

an associate trustee of 

Urantia Foundation from 

2008 to 2012. 

 

Olga joined the UBIS board 

in 2011 and committed to 

organize a Spanish branch. 

Starting as the sole 

Spanish-speaking teacher-

facilitator, Olga trained and 

mentored a loyal and 

enthusiastic group of 

volunteers who formed 

committees tasked with 

preparing, reviewing, and 

scheduling the courses for 

• Announcing UBIS! 

 

• Celebrating the first ten 

years 

 

• Dorothy Elder passes the 

torch to Georges 

 

• Guiding principles and 

educational approach 

 

• Our Silver Jubilee 

 

A Look to the Future 

 

I retire from my job as 

director of UBIS with a 

sense of accomplishment, 

but also a twinge of 

sadness. UBIS has been my 

“baby!” But at the age of 

78, it is time to pass the 

torch and let other creative 

and talented individuals 

continue the adventure. I 

have greatly enjoyed 

working for UBIS, both as a 

leader and as a teacher-

facilitator. 

 

I take this opportunity to 

thank the dedicated UBIS 

team from the bottom of my 

https://www.urantia.org/news/1999-01/urantia-book-internet-school
https://www.urantia.org/news/2008-09/ubiscelebrating-10-years-dedicated-service-urantia-book-community
https://www.urantia.org/news/2008-09/ubiscelebrating-10-years-dedicated-service-urantia-book-community
https://www.urantia.org/news/2010-09/dorothy-elder-passes-ubis-leadership-torch
https://www.urantia.org/news/2010-09/dorothy-elder-passes-ubis-leadership-torch
https://www.urantia.org/news/2015-12/work-urantia-book-internet-school-ubis
https://www.urantia.org/news/2015-12/work-urantia-book-internet-school-ubis
https://www.urantia.org/news/2023-12/urantia-book-international-school-silver-jubilee
https://new.ubis.urantia.org/moodle/
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By Felipe Arrigorriaga, 

Santiago, Chile 

 

Editor’s Note: Felipe lives in 

the capital of Chile, where 

he works as an 

independent publicist. He 

found The Urantia Book in 

2004 and says it changed 

his life. He is dedicated to 

promoting the book in Chile 

through book fairs and 

spiritual festivals, and he 

has attended several 

international conferences. 

He helped form the first 

Chilean Association of 

readers of The Urantia 

Book, and also collaborates 

with the Urantia Book 

Fellowship. 

 

Located south of Peru and 

wedged between the Andes 

Mountains to the east and 

the Pacific Ocean to the 

west, Chile is a long and 

narrow country that 

stretches 4,000 miles 

along the western edge of 

South America. If you were 

to turn Chile upside down, it 

would run from the 

northern tip of Alaska to the 

end of the Baja Peninsula 

of Mexico. 

 

Chile is geographically 

diverse. The Atacama 

Desert, known as the driest 

place on earth, is a virtually 

rainless plateau made up of 

salt basins and lava flows. 

Located in the northern 

part of Chile, it stretches 

over 600 miles along the 

Pacific Coast. The Atacama 

Desert is a popular spot for 

astronomers and tourists 

alike. The clear skies offer 

spectacular views of the 

Milky Way galaxy. 

 

This contrasts with the lush 

forests, glacial lakes, and 

volcanoes of the southern 

Andes region. If you were to 

be transported to 

Patagonia, you might think 

that you were in the fjords 

that are found in Alaska 

and along the coast down 

to Seattle. It is sparsely 

inhabited, with alpacas and 

guanacos running wild. This 

beautiful area of Chile has 

mountains, bays, many 

islands, and national parks. 

Tierra del Fuego is the 

jumping-off point to 

Antarctica. 

 

In section 5 of Paper 78, 

“The Andite Migrations,” we 

learn that the Andites set 

off from Japan in open 

boats and landed on Easter 

Island, which since 1887 is 

considered part of Chile, 

and set up their religious 

and administrative center. 

Only 132 ever made it to 

the mainland of South 

America and established 

the ancestry of the later 

rulers of the Incas. Easter 

Island is a world-famous 

tourist destination because 

of the giant moai statues. 

The current mayor of Easter 

Island, which is also named 

Isla de Pascua, is a devoted 

Urantia Book reader. 

 

Chilean culture is like a rich 

tapestry, with indigenous 

roots interwoven with 

Spanish colonial influences. 

The warm and welcoming 

with readers from 

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 

Peru, and Uruguay. This 

organization eventually 

became inactive due to the 

challenges of maintaining a 

cohesive governing board 

with leaders from so many 

countries. But the local 

Urantia movement 

continued to thrive, with 

readers attending book 

fairs and spiritual festivals. 

Ricardo Roselló began the 

efforts to form a new 

Chilean association, and I 

succeeded him a year ago. 

The new association was 

announced in March during 

the 2024 Urantia 

Association International 

Conference in Baltimore, 

and we look forward to 

hosting our own conference 

next year. 

 

I am so happy to represent 

my country on the Cultural 

Advisory Council. I hope to 

learn about other cultures 

and discover what is 

happening with The Urantia 

Book in other countries. It 

gives me great pleasure to 

share what we are doing in 

Chile to make The Urantia 

Book known. I am 

passionate about this great 

and wonderful mission!  

people are known for their 

hospitality and strong sense 

of national pride. The vast 

majority of Chileans are 

Christians—around 70% 

Catholic and 17% 

Protestant. Minority 

religions include Islam, 

Judaism, Hinduism, and 

Buddhism. Our culture 

emphasizes family values 

and respect for elders. 

 

Chile is one of the most 

developed nations in South 

America, with a stable 

democracy and a 

prosperous economy that is 

driven by mining (especially 

copper), agriculture, fishing, 

and, increasingly, the 

technology and services 

sectors. Wine production is 

also significant, as Chilean 

wines gain international 

recognition. Tourists are 

attracted to the vibrant 

urban life of Santiago, 

natural wonders such as 

Torres del Paine National 

Park, and Elqui Valley for 

stargazing. Adventure 

lovers flock to the Andes for 

skiing, hiking, and climbing. 

 

There have been Urantia 

Book reading groups in 

Chile since the 1980s. The 

Asociación Urantia del Cono 

Sur was formed in 1999 

T h e  Cu ltu ral  Ad v i sory  Coun c il  Wel com es  Ch il e  

Serrano River, Chile 
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By Joanne Strobel, Georgia, 

United States 

 

Editor’s Note: Urantia 

Foundation’s Education 

Committee sponsored this 

symposium on marriage 

and family life on Friday 

and Saturday, June 14–15, 

2024. It was hosted on 

Zoom Sessions, and all of 

the presentations are now 

available on YouTube. 

Thank you to everyone 

involved who made this 

event such a success! 

 

The planning began in July 

of 2023. The goal was a 

multifaceted symposium 

that would appeal to 

readers of all ages. We 

wanted to delve deeply into 

the inspirational teachings 

of The Urantia Book to offer 

a fresh perspective on 

relationships, unions, and 

family dynamics. 

 

The first decision was 

whom to invite as emcees. 

In keeping with the theme, 

the obvious choice was a 

married couple who had 

raised children, endured 

life’s challenges and 

blessings, was active in the 

Urantia community, and 

would know whereof they 

speak. Bill and Share 

Beasley said yes without 

hesitation. 

 

They treated their role like a 

sacred trust. Bill and Share 

took time from their busy 

lives to commence a 

thorough review of the book 

to identify and categorize 

important teachings 

regarding the foundations 

and evolution of family life, 

perspectives on divine 

partnerships and cosmic 

relationships, parenthood 

and child rearing, gender 

equality, and challenges 

and family conflicts. And 

let’s not forget Jesus! 

Readers were then invited 

to submit a proposed topic 

based on these categories. 

 

We are grateful to Bill and 

Share Beasley for their 

tireless enthusiasm. And we 

appreciate the work of our 

many presenters—Olga 

López; Dave and Joyce 

Anderson; Brad Garner and 

his wife, Ruthie Wenger; 

Angie Thurston and her 

father, Chuck; Alice Wood 

and her mother, Vicki 

Arkens; Stevie Shaefer; 

Gard Jameson; Marvin 

Gawryn; and Chris Wood 

and his band of brothers—

who prepared for months 

and showed up for this 

special event. 

 

If you missed the 

symposium, be sure to 

watch the recordings on 

YouTube. Each session is 

30 minutes long and 

followed by an interactive 

panel discussion. 

 

Click here to watch the 

presentations. 

 

Our presenters agreed that 

this was an important 

series for readers seeking 

to navigate the complexities 

of human relationships. In 

her introduction to the 

event, Tamara Strumfeld 

spoke for many of the 

presenters and onlookers 

when she said, “I’m grateful 

to be experiencing the 

adventure of marriage and 

family with these teachings. 

We are all so blessed!” 

 

It is our hope that the 

enduring values of love, 

loyalty, and lasting bonds 

will continue to fortify family 

relationships in the face of 

societal and cultural 

challenges. We hope the 

symposium will be valuable 

for future readers, too.  

T h e  M a r r i a g e  a n d  Fa m i ly  A d v e n t u r e !   
A n  O n l i n e  S y m p o s i u m  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHAWeALNK3fBZW0HV6YpFjTXxvhDgpsJH
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHAWeALNK3fBZW0HV6YpFjTXxvhDgpsJH
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By Joyce Anderson, New 

York, United States 

 

What does The Urantia 

Book mean to me? It 

provides a foundation for 

living and a promise of what 

is to come as we move 

toward the far distant 

future when we will become 

perfect, even as our Father 

in heaven is perfect. 

 

As The Urantia Book 

teaches: “God's primal 

perfection consists not in 

an assumed righteousness 

but rather in the inherent 

perfection of the goodness 

of his divine nature. He is 

final, complete, and perfect. 

There is no thing lacking in 

the beauty and perfection 

of his righteous character. 

And the whole scheme of 

living existences on the 

worlds of space is centered 

in the divine purpose of 

elevating all will creatures 

to the high destiny of the 

experience of sharing the 

Father's Paradise 

perfection.” 2:2.5 (36.3) 

 

As a second-generation 

reader, I grew up with the 

book. Its clear descriptions 

of the universe and our 

path to perfection always 

made sense to me. The 

concept of an infinite future 

of growth and development 

continues to be both 

inspiring and logical. It’s 

also been intellectually 

satisfying to have an 

understanding of 

cosmology, the 

personalities of the grand 

and local universes, and 

the history of Urantia 

(including how we became 

so confused). It is 

comforting to know of the 

celestial influences that 

surround and enfold us, the 

Spirit of Truth, the 

guardians of destiny, our 

Thought Adjusters, and 

hosts of others. 

 

I recognized many years 

ago that knowledge is 

helpful only if it changes 

how we live our lives. When 

I read the book, I ask 

myself: How does this 

impact what I will do today? 

How does this help me to 

be of greater use to my 

brothers and sisters on this 

planet? Sharing God's love 

is one way to serve others, 

with a kind word, a helping 

hand, or a listening ear. If 

we can learn to understand 

and love another human 

being each day or week we 

make spiritual progress on 

our path to Paradise. 

 

One of the beauties of the 

book is that I continue to 

glean new insight from 

familiar passages every 

time I read them as a result 

of my growing experience. 

Reading the book also 

enhances my ability to 

recognize truth in other 

sources, whether in 

conversation, literature, or 

theater. 

 

If there is one overarching 

lesson the book seeks to 

impart, it is that patience is 

critical to our growth and 

evolution, both individually 

and as a planet. The double 

default of our Planetary 

Prince and Material Son 

and Daughter was the 

result of impatience and 

hubris. There is no 

substitute for humility and 

living experience. So, I am 

committed to living each 

day loyally as the nascent 

“soul” I am with the 

assurance that I will 

eventually transform into a 

robust daughter of God if I 

seek to do the Father's will 

as best I can each day. 

 

What does The Urantia 

Book mean to me? It 

provides an answer to the 

age-old question, What is 

the meaning of life?  

What The Urantia Book  
Means to Me  

The disciples early learned that the Master 
had a profound respect and sympathetic 

regard for every human being he met, and 
they were tremendously impressed by this 

uniform and unvarying consideration which 
he so consistently gave to all sorts of men, 

women, and children. 
 

~ The Urantia Book, 138:8:9 (1545.10)  



“Knowledge is possessed only by sharing; it 
is safeguarded by wisdom and socialized by 
love.” 48:7.28 (557.12) 

 

Urantia Press has recently released the 
paperback edition of The Untold Story of 
Jesus. A generous donor has given 1,000 
copies to be used for a free library giveaway 
program. 

 

You can receive 3-5 free books to place in libraries such as 
public libraries, university libraries, hospital libraries, 
youth hostels, hotels, churches, cruise ships, nursing 
homes, coffee shops, and small roadside libraries. You just 
pay for shipping. To learn more, contact 
jessica@urantia.org.   

 

“The great hope of Urantia lies in the possibility of a new 
revelation of Jesus with a new and enlarged presentation of 
his saving message which would spiritually unite in loving 
service the numerous families 
of his present-day professed 
followers.” 195:10.16 (2086.2)  

 

“The time is ripe to witness the figurative resurrection of 
the human Jesus from his burial tomb amidst the theological 
traditions and the religious dogmas of nineteen centuries. 
Jesus of Nazareth must not be longer sacrificed to even the 
splendid concept of the glorified Christ. What a 
transcendent service if, through this revelation, the Son of 
Man should be recovered from the tomb of traditional 
theology and be presented as the living Jesus to the church 
that bears his name, and to all other religions!”  
196:1.2 (2090.3)    

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Available Now for Free Library Placement! 

 Paperback Edition of The Untold Story of Jesus  
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Urantia Association Presents 

The Fourth European Conference, Paris, France 

Theme: The Distributivity of God: Man as God’s Heir 

June 6-9, 2025 

It is good to tell people, “You are formidable and unique, and both the world and the 

Universe need you!” But can you really explain why? The Urantia Book offers us a new 

cosmology of the universe, one in which the Universal Father is the Architect-Designer-

Creator. To this end: 

It would seem that the Father, back in eternity, inaugurated a policy of profound 

self-distribution. There is inherent in the selfless, loving, and lovable nature of 

the Universal Father something which causes him to reserve to himself the 

exercise of only those powers and that authority which he apparently finds it 

impossible to delegate or to bestow. 10:1.1 (108.4)  

Don’t miss this opportunity to study the fifth epochal revelation in the City of Lights! 

The Hotel CIS Paris Ravel venue is located in the heart of Paris amidst a verdant setting. 

The planning team is doing everything possible to make this conference well organized 

and affordable. 

Presentations will be conducted in French and projected onto a large screen in English. 

Registration materials will include a printed booklet in both languages. Depending on the 

needs of the participants, we will provide more languages.  

For details, visit https://europe2025.urantia.fr/ or contact the planning team directly 
at evenement_2025@urantia.fr 

https://europe2025.urantia.fr/
mailto:evenement_2025@urantia.fr

