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AUDIO VERSION OF THE URANTIA BOOK 

SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE IN DECEMBER 

URANTIA Foundation, in association with 
Brilliance Corporation, an industry leader in 

spoken word, audio recordings, has produced a full­
length, audio version of the English edition of The 
URANTIA B ook. Brilliance Corporation has 
recorded over 200 books on tape, and its p resident 
and founder , M ichael Snodgrass, has been a reader 
of The URANTIA Book for over 25 years. 

The a udio version of The U RANT! A Book will not 
only be an excellent study a id for visually disabled 

nd more auditorily-minded readers, but it will also 
enable the study of the book by listening at times, 
and during activities, when reading the book would 
be impossible. Those who have heard the recorded 
papers have been impressed with the technical 
quality and moved by the auditory experience of The 
URANTIA Boal,. Hearing The URANTIA Book 
provides a different access to, and a unique exper­
ience of, the fifth epochal revelation. Long-time 
readers will have a fresh approach, and non-English 
speakers will have a powerful English language aid. 

Production Expertise. Producing a high-qua lity, 
audio version of The URANTIA Book was no small 
task. The F oreword and I 96 Papers comprise 
1,126,913 words, 2,097 pages, many names, p laces, 
and terms which are hard to pronounce, and many 
concepts difficult to comprehend. Before beginning 
recording, Brilliance Corporation's staff, working 
closely with the URANTIA Founda tion staff, did 
exhaustive research on the pronunciation of all U1e 
words unique to The URANTIA Book, as well as the 
many references to scientific terms, historic names, 
and geographic places. 

The recordings, which took over a year to produce, 
were made in state-of-the-art studios specifica lly 
designed for volume production of voice recordings. 

Each recording session employed the services of a 
producer-director , a sound engineer , and a 
Foundati on approved professiona l male or female 
voice talent, all meticulously following the text. This 
three person team helped to assure that both the 
technical recording and the reading performance 
were of the hi ghest quality. 

Special Quality Control Measures. T o help the 
professiona l readers communicate the complexities of 
The URANTIA Book , the Foundation asked Stephen 
Zendt, a long-time reader of The URA NT/A Book 
with first hand experience in professiona l voice 
recordings, to be our on-site representative and to 
oversee th e recording sessions. In addition, Stephen 
persona lly recorded some of the book's Papers. 

134 hours of The URANTIA Book on 96 
cassettes is a lmost fourteen times the length of the 
average recorded book. At the outset of the project , 
we had hoped to make The URANTIA B ook 
available on 48 cassettes by using a special 
compression-multitrack recording technique 
developed by Brilliance Corporation. But we decided 
not to use this technique because the quality of voice 
reproducti on was not as good. The version we chose 
to prod uce will l>e of the highest quality and will 
consist of ninety-six tapes packaged in two heavy 
duty, vinyl s torage cases which set into a carrying 
sleeve. 

Ordering. T he pri ce is US $285, plus shipping and 
handling. You m ay order the audio version of The 
URA NT I A Book by calling the Foundation at (3 12) 

525-33 19. 

We are pleased to announce The URANTIA Booli 
on audio tape. As funding allows, we intend to 
produce audi o versions of other languages. 
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AUTHORIZED COMPUTER 

VERSION IN PRODUCTION 

URANTIA Foundation is pleased to announce that U1e 
computer versions of The URAN11A Book in English 

and in French are now in U1e fin al stages of production and 
will be available by Christmas. The text has been mated to 
the latest version of the Folio Views search program. 

Publication of the computer version was stalled for some 
time as a result of considerations related to litigation. But the 
difficulty has finally been resolved by mastering and dupli­
cating in France. 

Although the delay has been unfortunate, it has resulted in 
a new generation of more powerful and user-friendly soft­
ware, which was not available even a year ago. The version 
which the Foundation will be making available runs in the 
Windows environment on IBM-compatible computers. T he 
five disk set is packaged in a storage folder which resembles 
the book. The p rogram provides state-of-U1e-art search 
capabilities, allowing for single word searches, searches for 
phrases, limited searches (scope control), and a search history 
which allows retracing the search path. 

Altllough the software does not a llow changes to be made 
to ilie text "infobase," it does make possible many useful 
editing features. The electronic equivalent of"sticky notes" 
can be stuck to chosen paragraphs. These notes can contain 
any in formation the user wants to enter. A visual indicator 
shows that a note has been a ttached to a certain paragraph , 
and by a click of the mouse, the note can be brought up on 
the screen. To iliose accustomed to writing comments in U1e 
margins of the book, this notation capabili ty will be a 
valuable enhancement. 

For those who use highlighters, U1is program allows tlle 
use of many different colors. For example, if one wants to 
highlight passages about " love," one can do so by using a 
color specific to " love" and can even name U1e color "love." 
Many colors are available and can be used for tracking many 
different subjects. 

The program has many features, too numerous to mention 
here, but to name a few, it has pop-up links, multip le book­
marks, and linked table of con tents. In addition, since it runs 
under Windows, it has split screen, multiple windowing, and 
tlle convenience of mouse access. 

If you want to order the computer version of The 
URANTI A Book, call the URA NT IA Foundation a t (3 12) 
525-3319. T he price is US $75 for each language, plus 
shipping and handling. 

Mechanical inventions and the dissemination of 
knowledge are modifying civilization; .. . 

The URANTIA Book, page I 086 
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Korean Translation 

French, Spanish , Finnish , Dutch, Russian , and now 
Korean-The URANTIA Book has been transla ted and 

will be translated in to many different languages. 

T he chief translator of ilie Korean translation has been a 
reader since 1976 and has read tlle book about ten times. He 
was born and raised in Korea but has lived in U1e United 
States since 1972. He is a professor of economics and pub­
lishes a professional journal dealing witl1 in te rnational trade. 
He is married and has tllree sons. His wife, who is a lso 
Korean, and his oldest son a re botl1 readers. 

In U1e opinion of U1e chief transla tor, a Korean trans­
lation will greatly facilitate the transla tion of The URA NT/ A 
Book into Japanese, a project which we look forward to 
beginning. 

Do you read Korean ? If so, then you will recognize Uiat 
what follows is the first paragraph of U1e Foreword: 
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~!'iH! :rf:(£-§- A)o]E.1 -t!7l]<>ll t:ff8ffA1. A) 'iJ~~ t!% ti &ral~l2 
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URANTIA FOUNDATION OPENS 
OFFICE IN FRANCE 

REVISED AND CORRECTED VERSION OF 

LE LIVRE D'URANTIA NOW AVAILABLE 

THROUGH BOOKSTORES 
URANTIA Foundation is pleased to announce the open-

ing of a Foundation office in Paris, France. The work of 
the office will be carried out by a volunteer staff of French 
readers, managed by Georges and Marlene Michelson­
Dupont The address of the office is: 

URANTIA Foundation 
8, Passage de la Bonne Graine 

75011 Paris FRANCE 
Tel.: (33) 1.48.06.60.11 
Fax: (33)1.48.06.59.09 

The French office is the fourth international office of 
URANTIA Foundation, joining Australia, Finland, and 
England. The opening of an office in France promises many 
benefits for the dissemination of Le Livre d'URANTIA and 
its teachings. First, French readers can more easily find other 
readers or study groups in their area. Second, URANTIA 
Foundation can respond more easily and quickly, in French, 
to inquiries from French-speaking readers. Third, because 
the new version was printed in France, bookstores are able to 

~ sell th_e boo_k at a lower price. And fourth, because the book is 
~· now hsted m the computer databases of French bookstores, 

and because the books are shipped within France, the time 
between ordering and receiving the book has been cut from 
several weeks to several days. Special arrangements are also 
being made for distribution in Quebec, Canada. 

We salute those French readers whose desire to work 
interdependently with the Foundation has brought about 
enhanced possibilities for the orderly dissemination of Le 
Livre d'URANTIA. We also want to express our gratitude to 
the French readers who volunteered their efforts for more 
than ten years, making revisions and corrections to Le Livre 
d'URANTIA, and who generously paid for much of the cost 
of printing the revised and corrected translation. They have 
also made a commitment to pay for much of the cost of 
printing the Dutch translation. We can all be challenged to 
new levels of service by the example of these anonymous 
readers. 

DEFENDING THE COPYRIGHT 

AND TRADEMARKS 

In 1993, Thomas A. Kendall, a former Trustee of 
URANTIA Foundation, who served on the Board for 

almost 21 years, delivered a talk on the copyright and trade­
marks. He has given us permission to print the following 
excerpt 

("'1" " ... It is also apparent that the name was to be owned and 
managed by a legal entity-URANTIA Foundation. 
'URANTIA, was not to be 'pre-empted, by individuals for 
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personal or commercial purposes, nor by groups not related 
to The URA NT/A Book. 'URANTIA, is a material symbol; 
not a spiritual symbol. While 'Urantia, is the name of our 
planet, it is also used in the title of a book and in the name of 
organizations-all material designations, hence, legally pro­
tectable. The concentric circles symbol is also owned by 
URANTIA Foundation. The Trustees decided to register 
and protect it along with the name URANTIA. 

" ... The Foundation was established in 1950 under a 
Declaration of Trust The concordant object in the trust doc­
umentis to maintain the text of The URA NT/A Book invio­
late. A copyright is the means to accomplish this task. 

"In 1980, the Federal District Court in Michigan ruled that 
the Foundation's claim to copyright of The URA NT/A Book 
was valid. The declared intent of the infringer in filing suit 
was to get the copyright annulled to the end that NO ONE 
would own the rights to the book. 

"Throughout the 20 years I served on the Board of 
Trustees of URANTIA Foundation, every lawyer we con­
sulted was a specialist in the field of copyright or mark law, 
and none ever raised a question about the copyrightability of 
The URANTIA Book. We were completely forthcoming and 
shared everything we knew about the origin of the book. The 
Trustees did not conspire to hoodwink the copyright office in 
the renewal of the copyright in 1983. No reputable attorney 
colluded with the Foundation to perpetrate a fraud .... 

"Do not lightly dismiss the importance of copyright. The 
Contact Commissioners were warned that the greatest 
danger to the revelation would be in the first SO to 100 years. 
If the copyright were lost and the book fell into the public 
domain, the book could be dismembered. It could be chopped 
up into 197 pamphlets; 'embarrassing' portions excised; 
'difficult stufr omitted; outdated scientific material updated 
with new theories; artwork, charts and footnotes inserted; an 
introduction and commentary included in the text. Simplified 
versions would proliferate. None of these was the intent of 
the reve)ators, and in fart, some were sperifka))y proscribed. 
The book was intended to be an integrated whole, published 
without distracting contrivances. 

"The only way a challenge to the integrity of the text can 
be met is through aggressive action by the~ of the copy­
right. An 'interested party, cannot launch a suit to defend a 
book that has no copyright. 

"We live short lives, literally small time segments. The 
URANTIA Book's teachings are meant for many decades, 
even a thousand years; who can say precisely? The book's 
mission transcends individual lives, world trends and events. 
These teachings need an environment of stability, not 
constant battles for control or influence. 

"Many people in the readership believe that the pending 
suit will invalidate the copyright. I suppose that anytime you 
face a judge or jury your rights are in jeopardy. However, I 
believe that the revelators must have had solid reasons for 
the creation of a Foundation which would maintain the text 
inviolate. I hope the judge will rule in favor of the copyright." 

The current Trustees continue the commitment of their 
predecessors in defending the copyright and trademarks as 
part of their trust to protect inviolate the text of The 
URANTIA Book. 
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READER COMMENTS ABOUT THE URANTIA BOOK 

"It is such a comforting book, as well as being enlightening, intel­
ligent, beautiful, truthful, motivating, unique and marvelous. It's a 
breath of fresh air to me, and I simply love it and its messages. My 
copy has been made a part of my daily study." 

Ithaca, New York, U.S.A. 

"Brasil is becoming a center and a good harbour for all sorts of evo­
lutionary families . ... And those families will be better inspired, 
oriented and anchored, if they gel in touch wi th such papers [The 
URANTIA Book]." 

Sao Paulo, BRASIL 

"I find it fascinating and enlightening. T he simplicity and beauty of 
lhe message makes current day religions look li ke dinosaurs. As I 
say I continue to read lhe book for insight and solace." 

Surrey, British Columbia, CANAD A 

@ 
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"For so long, I have sought answers to my questions concerning 
God, Jesus, life, love, spiritual ways, etc. but to no satisfaction of me 
(lhe inner man). Now I have in my possession fo rever, everlasting 
truth and wisdom. No longer d o I need to look lo man for wisdom, 
instead now we URANTIA Readers can look with lhe aid of lhe 
revela tions to Goel, and the Spirit of Truth, for deeper insight and 
understanding." 

Transvaal, SOUTH AFRICA 

" ... I am studying the book. ll requires perusal and it must be clear 
for the reader from the very beginning that 'thinking men and 
women want religion redefined, and this demand wi ll compel 
religion lo re-evaluate itself."' 

Riga, LATVIA 

"I am in the process of reading The URANTIA Book and have 
found it very helpful in my spiritual unfoldmenL" 

Colorado Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 
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