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And when man's ascending soul stands before the Supreme Judge, the decision of eternal import 
will not be determined by material successes or quantitative achievements; the verdict reverberat

ing through the high courts declares: "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful 
over a few essentials; you shall be made ruler over universe realities." [274:3] 

Dear Friends, 

First of all I would like, in the name of my 
fellow Trustees, the Executive Director Tonia 
Baney, and all the staff of Urantia 
Foundation, to welcome you to the first 

international IUA conference ever held 
outside the US territory. It is not by chance 
that this thrilling event is taking place in 
Helsinki. The Finnish Urantia movement 
started in the early sixties as a result of a 
ready made group who were interested in 
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UFO's, finding The Urantia Book. Several at
tempts to translate The Urantia Book into 
Finnish were made before Seppo Kanerva, a 
distinguished linguist and a dear friend of 

. mine, was appointed by Urantia Foundation 
to that task. 

The year 1986 was an exceptional year for 
international contact within the Urantia 
movement. The first International 
Conference for readers of The Urantia Book

ever held outside the U.S. took place in 
Montvillargennes (France) and twelve 
Finnish people attended! 

As a matter of fact the first non-U.S. Urantia 
Brotherhood society was chartered in 
Pieksiimiiki, nearly IO years ago in I 989. 
Both my wife Marlene and I attended this 
celebration and we will always remember 
those exceptional and intense moments of 
brotherly relationship. (Including the 
welcome of the mosquitoes when we were 
walking around the lake.) 

After the dramatic and painful events that led 
to the de-licensing of Urantia Brotherhood, 
the Finnish Urantia society was the first to 
rally courageously behind Urantia 
Foundation in loyal support of its Declaration 
of Trust. I take this opportunity to thank you, 
on behalf of Urantia Foundation, for your 
steadfastness and faithfulness. 

I would also like to thank the previous and 
current Presidents of the Finnish Association, 
Raimo Ala-Hynnilii and Kalevi Eklof, the 
entire Finnish Preparatory Committee who 
have worked hard and well to organize and 
make this event happen: Sinikka Lilja, Seppo 
Niskanen, Eija Seppanen, Kari Kuosmanen, 
Tuula Parviainen, Hannu Stenroos, Tapio 
Pulli, and Seppo Kanerva, and the some 160 
attendees coming from 15 countries 
including the United States, Belgium, 
Holland, Sweden, France, Russia, Australia, 
Estonia, Canada, Norway, Great Britain, 
Malta, Colombia, Peru, and Finland. 

How do I know all this information? I asked 
Seppo Kanerva, my good friend, to send me 
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a short summary about the Finnish Associa
tion. I would like to quote his words, because 
to me this is an example of the commitment 
of the Finnish International Urantia 
Association to the cosmic task of leavening 
the spiritual level of our little planet and how 
other IUA associations may help Urantia 
Foundation to fulfil its trust: 

"The Finnish Association and the Estonian 
translator team, which Peep Sober had 
formed, concluded an agreement in June 
1995 to the effect that the Finnish 
Association will pay one half of the expenses 
of the Estonian effort. This agreement is still 
in force, and is lived up to the letter. The 
other half is paid by a group of 200 Estonians 
interested in the translation of The Urantia

Book. "But Georges," writes Seppo, "you 
should never mention this in public; we are 
not important; only the cause is important." 

Facts, meanings, and values is the general 
theme of this international conference. 
Another significant and related threefold 
association of words is Origin, History, and 
Destiny. While the entire conference will be 
devoted to the general theme, I would like to 
take advantage of the next 30 minutes to talk 
about the origin and development of the 
Urantia Papers in the early days, to introduce 
Urantia Foundation in this historical context, 
its trust, responsibilities, and programs and, 
from there, I will try to explain how we 
conduct ourselves to fulfill that purpose and 
the direction that Urantia Foundation is 
taking for the future. 

The Fifth Epochal Revelation: The Urantia

Book 

Regarding the succession of Epochal Revela
tions, we are told that Urantia is a decimal 
planet and subject to experiments. We are 
also told that our unfortunate world has 
suffered from betrayal, impatience, and 
quarantine and therefore we know that 
'Vrantia is not proceeding in the normal 
order. "[597:2]. 

I guess the spiritual beings in charge of the 
welfare of our planet were confronted with 



the following problem: what sort of epochal 
revelation would they offer to Urantia as the 
fifth, keeping in mind that the first two 
failed, the third was an emergency revelation, 
and the fourth died on the cross with Jesus' 
teachings and became somewhat distorted 
and occidentalized. 

As we see, they have chosen a book. And of 
course we can conjecture about the many rea
sons for such a choice. Following are two 
that I believe are important: 

l. A book is a perfect modern vehicle to

convey information and concepts to
people. Therefore any individual, as well
as each and every family, can be
exposed to it. It can also be translated
and widely spread at low cost all over
the world. But there are also some
dangers: for instance, the text can be
modified, altered, simplified, digested,
and/or dismembered. All of this would
lower the strength and efficiency of the
revelation. It could simply be destroyed
or lost if not enough of the integral text
is spread. The quality and accuracy of
the translations will be a determining
factor for its success to all non-English
speaking countries.

2. A book is an intellectual challenge to

the human mind. We had the physical
upliftment of humanity with Adam and
Eve. We had the spiritual upliftment
with Jesus and his unmatchable
teachings. We now have the intellectual
upliftment with The Urantia Book.

Therefore it is important that the
integrity and the integrality of the text,
as well as the quality of the translations,
be respected and spread as a whole, in
order to be safe and to continue, century
after century, to challenge the human
mind.

While the revelators were preparing to launch 
this revelation, it is my belief that they were 
also conscious of the possible dangers men
tioned above. As part of their investigations 
for the place, the timing, and the people, they 
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also looked very carefully at human laws and 
organizations. 

Finally, they came up with a holistic plan that 
we may divide into three periods or steps: 
(which could be compared to the important 
periods of the life of a human being.) 

While the revelators were 
preparing to launch this 

revelation, it is my belief that they 
were also conscious of the possible 

dangers mentioned above. 

Step one: Preparation and reception of the 
Urantia Papers (early 1910-1937). 
{pregnancy) At some time during the process, 
some humans would be involved. 

Step two: Organization, planning, launch
ing and early deve)opment. (1938-2030) 
(Birth and infancy of the revelation.) At that 
time, an organization would be created with 
the task of dissemination, producing 
translations, and protection. Also, some kind 
of socia) body of believers, as the natural off
spring to the Forum, would take place. 

Step three: The fuJI epoch of the revelation 
(2030-next Revelation), (adulthood of the 
revelation) -- the time of maturity. The text 
would be in the public domain, translations 
available in most of the languages of the 
world, world-wide spreading, and the 
evolutionary leavening and blooming of the 
revelation among the people ofUrantia .. 

In today's presentation, I will mainly be 
dealing with steps one and two. 

STEP ONE: Preparation and reception of 
the Urantia Papers (Ear)y 1910-1937) 

The Past 

As we know, in the twentieth century after 
Christ our world was considered ready for 
anoth;r revelation of epochal proportions -



The Urantia Book. All prior revelations have 
consisted of superhuman personalities - even 
divine. This latest revelation is in book fonn. 

. Planning revelations 

We know from The Urantia Book itself how 
carefully previous revelations of truth have 
been planned. Not only timing, but location, 
culture, traffic, specific human personalities, 
and many other factors have been carefully 
considered. 

In the first epochal revelation, for Prince 
Caligastia's staff, Adjuster guidance coordi
nated the convergence upon Dalamatia of one 
hundred superior human beings from various 
and distant parts of the planet. 

In the second, Van's volunteers spent three 
years detennining the location of the Garden 
of Eden for the Adamic bestowal. 

The third, human families embodying the 
potentials of leadership were carefully 
observed before Machiventa Melchizedek 
chose Palestine and the family of Abraham in 
conjunction with his activities. 

The fourth, the world was searched for 
suitable families in which our local universe 
Creator Son could be born. From three 
possibilities, Gabriel selected Joseph and 
Mary. 

And with the fifth, we do not know what 
research and techniques were used in 
selecting the timing, the site, and the human 
resources for the inauguration of The Urantia 
Book. No doubt celestial analysis and 
painstaking care and coordination went into 
the effort as was done in prior times. What 
we do know is that the language used was 

· English, that Chicago was "the city of this
visitation" and that the roots of the origin of
The Urantia Book reach back to the early
parts of the twentieth century. We were also
told that the Midwayers started planning for
this revelation in the 1400-1500's. "The
Renaissance" period kept religion alive.

4 

Early Development of the Urantia Papers 

In the early twentieth century Dr. William S. 
Sadler, a prominent physi�ian and 
psychiatrist practicing in Chicago, became 
the acknowledged head of the group known 
as the Contact Commission, who received the 
messages and instructions from the revelators 
which resulted in The Urantia Book 
The Revelatory Commission functioned 
through a human contact personality whose 
identity will remain forever in obscurity. 
"Mortal man is so prone to venerate, even to 
deify, his extraordinary compatriots and 
superhuman superiors. "(1252:5] 

The Contact Commission were the only 
humans privy to the methods used to produce 
the Papers in the English language. They 
were sworn not to disclose details about the 
transactions. The Urantia Book-, because of 
its revelatory nature, was to stand on its own 
merit, nature and content. 

In the 1920's Dr Sadler led a group of friends 
and associates who met at his home every 
Sunday afternoon to study and discuss 
various scientific, philosophic and religious 
topics. It was therefore a natural evolutionary 
step when the transition was made from the 
study of those topics to the contemplation of 
other truths of epochal significance. 

The doctor started sharing the material that 
was being received with this group of truth
seekers, which became known as the Forum. 
They posed many questions and the 
revelation started to take shape. It came to 
pass that the Forum participated in the 
development of the Urantia Papers and 
helped to foster these Urantia Teachings in 
their infancy. 

The Unpublished William S. Sadler 
History 

An interesting unpublished document written 
by Doctor William S. Sadler, which is now 
on public record, explains more about the 
appearance and the development of the 
Urantia Papers. 



Tlte pre-education of Doctor Sadler and his 
little group 
Dr. Sadler describes how carefully and inten
sively his group was trained for twenty years 
as a pre-education before the Papers started. 
We read from his history: 

"During these early years we were intro
duced to many new and, somewhat strange 
concepts 0f the universe of universes and as 
concerned man and his life on earth. 11 

Dr. Sadler goes on to list numerous ideas of 
cosmology and philosophy which were intro
duced at this time; new concepts such as the 
far-flung cosmos, millions of other inhabited 
worlds, scores of different celestial 
personalities, confirmation of the 
evolutionary origin of humankind, an 
evolutionary universe, multiple Creator 
Deities, Havana, superuniverses, the 
Supreme Being etc. 

Dr Sadler wrote: 
uOur superhuman friends spent upward of 
two decades in extending our cosmic hori
zons, enlarging our theologic concepts, and 
expanding our over-all philosophy. 

"We never realized how much our religious 
thinking had been expanded until the Papers 
began to arrive. As the revelation 
progressed, we came more fully to appreciate 
how we had been prepared for the vast 
aberration of our religious beliefs by these 
preliminary contacts extending over a period 
of twenty years of pre-education. 

"Our apprenticeship training for subsequent 
services in association with the presentation 
of the Urantia Papers was facilitated by the 
fact that, except for contacts with the 
midwayers, no two contacts were alike. 
Seldom did we meet the visiting personalities 
more than once. Every contact was entirely 
different from any and all that had gone 
before. And all of this experience was an 
extensive and liberal preparatory 
educational training in the expansion of our 
cosmology, theology, and philosophy ... 11 
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The Forum 
The document tells about the fist steps of the 
little group of truth seekers. A detailed 
explanation on how the "Forum" was formed, 
and how they came to ask questions in 
conjunction with the revelation is presented. 
We read from Sadler's history: 

"We told the Forum all about this and invited 
them to join us in the preparation of 
questions. We decided to start out with 
questions pertaining to the origin of the 
cosmos, Deity, creation, and such other 
subjects as were far beyond the present-day 
knowledge of all human-kind 

'The following Sunday several hundred 
questions were brought in. We sorted out 
these questions, discarding duplicates, and in 
a general way, classifying them. Shortly 
thereafter, the first Urantia Papers appeared, 
the questions disappeared 

'This was the procedure followed throughout 
the many years of the reception of the 
Urantia Papers. No questions - no Papers." 

'This was the plan: We would read a Paper 
on a Sunday afternoon and the following 
Sunday the new questions would be pre
sented. Again, these would be sorted, classi
fied, etc. This program covered several years 
and ultimately resulted in the presentation of 
the 196 Papers as now found in The Urantia 
Book." 

Tlte Forum and the Contact Commission 
become two separate groups 
Then, we are told that in September 1925, 
Dr. Sadler and his contact group were asked 
to form a closed group: I quote: 
"About this time, (September 1925) the 
Forum, as it were, was taken away from us. 
We were instructed to form a 'closed group' -
requiring each member to sign a pledge of 
secrecy and to discuss the Papers and all 
matters pertaining thereto with only those 
persons who were members of the Forum." 



'The last meeting of the Forum as a genetic 
assembly was held on May 31st

, 1942. During 
the seventeen years of official existence the 
Forum attained a total of membership of 486. 

"During the period of the reception of the 
Urantia Papers, upward of 300 different 
persons participated in asking these genetic 
questions. With but few exceptions, all of the 
Urantia Papers were given in response to 
such questions. "

'The individuals charged with the responsi
bility of gathering up the questions and 
comparing the typewritten text with the 
original hand-written manuscript, came to be 
known as the 'Contact Commissioners.' From 
that date forward only these Contact 
Commissioners attended 'contacts' and 
received written communications through the 
contact personality. "

Here is another interesting statement from 
Doctor Sadler: 

'The Commissioners were the custodians of 
the Urantia manuscript, keeping the carbon 
copy of the typewritten transcript in a fire
proof vault. They were also charged with the 
full responsibility for supervising all the 
details connected with the publication of the 
Book, securing the international copyrights, 
etc. 11 

These statements make it very clear that the 
Revelators had concerns for the protection of 
the Papers under copyright laws. Seeking for 
a copyright could not have been initiated by 
the revelators' human counter-part, the 
Contact Commission since, according to 
Sadler 'They were charged with the full 
responsibility for supervising all the details 
connected with the publication of the Book, 
securing the international copyrights, etc. 11 

The question is "who charged them" with 
those responsibilities? And the only rational 
answer is: the Revelators did. 

As a matter of fact, Urantia Foundation has 
written documents showing that as early as 
October 1932, Mr. Wilfred Kellogg, one of 
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the Contact Commissioners, was charged 
with the responsibility of looking into 
international copyright for The Urantia Book. 
It is my understanding that the authors were 
already seeking for the protection of the 
Book long before it was even finished. 
Dr Sadler also said: 

'We were enjoined to refrain from discussing 
the identity of the Contact Personality and, 
after the publication of the Book, to make any 
statement at any time as to whether the 
'subject' was still living or was deceased. 11 

As a matter of fact, Urantia Foundation 
has written documents showing that as 

early as October 1932, Mr. Wilfred 
Kellogg, one of the contact 

commissioners, was charged with the 
responsibility of looking into 

international copyright for The Urantia 
· 

Book. 

STEP II -Preparation, organization, 
launching and early development of the 
revelation: the Present times 

Preparation 

From 1937 until 1955, the text of The 
Urantia Book was prepared for printing and 
publishing. After 40 years of careful 
preparation of the project, and after training 
so many people, it would appear somewhat 
strange that the midwayers would just drop 
the Urantia Papers on Urantia without 
providing for the care and charge of its 
protection, dissemination, and translation. 
We know that in every cosmic project 
someone is in charge of the ultimate 
decisions, someone who takes the final 
responsibility. Who could imagine for one 
moment that so important a project for our 
planet would be launched without provision 
for human watch-care? 

Therefore, I assume with the blessing of the 
midwayers, Urantia Foundation was created 
by a Declaration of Trust under the laws of 



the State of Illinois on January 11, 1950 
which states its goals, objectives, and 
functions. Urantia Foundation received the 
plates of the text from the Contact 
Commissioners as the "Trust Estate." A 
copyright on The Urantia Book was obtained 
and the three Concentric Circles Symbol, and 
the names "Urantia" and "Urantian" were 
registered as trademarks to identify the future 
Urantia Book with Urantia Foundation, who 
was the custodian of the book and legal 
owner of the copyright. 

In addition, the social body was in its stage 
of preparation and was formed in 1955 as the 
Urantia Brotherhood. 

The Publication Mandate 

Dr. Sadler said: 
"At long last, permission to publish the 
Urantia Papers was granted The Introduc
tion to this mandate reads [and we accept the 
following to be direct words from the 
revel a tors]: 

'We regard The Urantia Book as a feature of 
the progressive evolution of human society. It 
is not germane to the spectacular episode of 
epochal revelation, even though it may 
apparently be timed to appear in the wake of 
one such revolution in human society. The 
book belongs to the era immediately to follow 
the conclusion of the present ideological 
struggle. That will be the day when men will 
be willing to seek truth and righteousness. 
When the chaos of the present confusion has 
passed, it will be more readily possible to 
formulate the cosmos of a new and improved 
era of human relationships. And it is/or this 
better orders of affairs on earth that the book 
has been made ready. 

'But the publication of the book has not been 
postponed to that (possibly) somewhat 
remote date. An early publication of the book 
has been provided so that it may be in hand 
for the training of leaders and teachers. Its 
presence is also required to engage the 
attention of persons of means who may be 
thus to provide funds for translation into 
other languages.' 
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'Vpon receipt of these instructions, the 
Contact Commissioners entered upon the 
task of publishing The Urantia Book and 
preparation of plans for its distribution." 

Purpose of Urantia Foundation 

We see that every revelation requires two 
sides, the revelatory side and the 
evolutionary side. When you look at the 
Planetary Prince episode, you find Van and 
his fellows as the human side. When you 
look at Adam and Eve, you find the best 
tribes and individuals as guests in the 
Garden. When you look at Melchizedek, you 
find Abraham and the missionaries. Finally 
looking at Jesus, you find the twelve 
apostles, the woman corps, and the seventy. 
It would then appear to be strange if no 
humans were associated with, or in charge of 
and responsible for, the Urantia project. 

On page 1569 of The Urantia Book, and just 
before the "Sermon of the Ordination of the 
Twelve" we are told how Jesus, in a solemn 
address to his Father in heaven, presents his 
apostles: 

"My Father, I now bring to you these men, 
my messengers. From among our children on 
earth I have chosen these twelve to go forth 
to represent me as I came forth to represent 
you. Love them and be with them as you have 
loved and been with me. And now, my 
Father, give these men wisdom as I place all 
the affairs of the coming kingdom in their 
hands." [ 1569:6) 

And the narrative continues on 

.. A great silence pervaded the place while a 
host of celestial beings looked down upon 
this solemn and sacred scene--the Creator of 
a universe placing the affairs of the divine 
brotherhood of man under the direction of 
human minds. [1570:1] 

And were these twelve men specially gifted? 
We are told: 



.. .And this is just why he chose as his per
sonal representatives twelve commonplace 
men, the majority of whom were rugged, 
virile, and manly fishermen. [ 1582: 1] 

Concerning the present revelation, the 
Urantia Papers project, the midwayers placed 
in the hands of the Trustees ofUrantia 
Foundation the complete responsibility for 
the dissemination of the teachings and the 
full authority for the protection of The 
Urantia Book as it is stated in its Declaration 
of Trust. 

Some individuals deny this human authority 
over the dissemination and protection of the 
revelation, which we agree to be a gift to 
mankind, but we add that it has been placed 
under the protection of Urantia Foundation, 
invoking their "spiritual liberty," or their 
direct relationship with God. They claim that 
they are free to do whatever they want with 
the revelation because it is a gift from our 
unseen friends to humankind. 

Their so called "liberty" is more important to 
them than their obligation toward the group 
or their duties as cosmic citizens. They 
should meditate on the following statement 
of Jesus: 

"In my universe and in my Father's universe 
of universes, our brethren-sons are dealt with 
as individuals in all their spiritual relations, 
but in all group relationships we unfailingly
provide for definite leadership. Our kingdom
is a realm of order, and where two or more
will creatures act in co-operation, there is
always provided the authority of leadership. "
[Jesus, p. 1959:0]

This social, epochal responsibility exercised 
by Urantia Foundation does not impinge 
upon, nor is opposed to, individuals' religious 
rights. The book tells us that: religion is 
purely and wholly a matter of personal 
experience. [1539:4] Urantia Foundation 
always has, and always will encourage any 
and all individuals to experience, in their 
inner lives, the teachings of The Urantia 
Book. 

8 

But, situations for potential social conflict 
arise when individuals place the importance 
of their own liberty above the liberty of their 
fellows: 

"Liberty subject to group regulation is the 
legitimate goal of social evolution. Liberty 
without restrictions is the vain and fanciful 
dream of unstable and flighty human minds." 
[906:5) 

Therefore, invoking religious freedom to 
justify any attempt against the protection of 
the text of The Urantia Book displays 
immature and selfish behavior. 

In this matter as well as others, the Trustees 
are committed to exercising their full and 
somewhat difficult obligations to their 
responsibilities as necessary. 

As with previous revelations, the early 
stages need to be nurtured and 
protected. The early days of the 

revelation are like a new born baby that 
nee,ds wise and loving protection in the 

early stages of its life by a caring, 
devoted father and mother. 

As with previous revelations, the early stages 
need to be nurtured and protected. The early 
days of the revelation are like a new born 
baby that needs wise and loving protection in 
the early stages of its life by a caring, 
devoted father and mother. I like to use the 
analogy between the early days of this 
revelation and a river at its source. The 
course of the river can be deviated with the 
point of only a finger, however once it is 
large enough, deviation becomes more 
difficult. 

Tl,e Declaration of Trust as the plan for the 

spreading of the revelation 
What to do with those plates, and were 
precise instructions given on how to proceed 
with the spreading of the revelation? 



Because all written instructions were burned, 
all we have is hearsay and oral testimony. 

The only document upon which we can 
surely rely upon is the Declaration of Trust 
Creating Urantia Foundation. 

In fact this document formalises Urantia 
Foundation as the legal owner of the text of 
The Urantia Book, assigns the goals of 
Urantia Foundation, builds the plan for the 
dissemination of the teachings of The

Urantia Book, and gives instructions for the 
protection of the text. It indicates how 
Urantia Foundation and the Trustees should 
operate to launch and construct the 
foundation for the world-wide spreading of 
the revelation. 

While this Declaration of Trust is a typical, 
usual, and classic l 950's Foundation 
document, articles No. 1, 2, and 3 are 
inspired if not authored by the revelators 
themselves. Those articles are very specific 
and precise: they describe what Urantia 
Foundation is set up for and what the duties 
of the Trustees are. 

The PREAMBLE and ARTICLE I of the 
Declaration of Trust create and institute 
Urantia Foundation as the/legal) owner of 
[the text off The Urantia Book: 

We read: 

PREAMBLE: Whereas the Contributors, 
being desirous that their identity remain 
unknown in order that the creation of 
such foundation shall have no limitations 
by reason of its association with their 
names, coincident with the execution of 
this Declaration of Trust and with full 
knowledge and in consideration thereof, 
have caused their nominees to deliver 
and tum over to the undersigned the said 
plates for the printing and reproduction 
of THE URANTIA BOOK, to be held in 
trust to make possible the 
accomplishment and fulfillment of such 
desires and to carry out and perpetuate 
the objects herein expressed; and 
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"1.1. CREATION: We, the undersigned, 
for and in behalf of the Contributors and 
those whose inspirations have this con
ceived, by this Declaration of Trust, 
hereby create, found, and establish this 
Foundation to be known as "URANTIA 
FOUNDATION" 

"1.2. ACCEPTANCE AND DECLARA
TION: We, the undersigned, for 
ourselves and our successors in trust as 
hereinafter defined, do hereby 
acknowledge that there have been 
transferred and delivered to us 
approximately two thousand two 
hundred (2,200) nickel-plated stereotype 
plates of patent base thickness prepared 
from the manuscript of THE URANTIA 
BOOK for the printing and reproduction 
thereof ... " 

ARTICLE II assigns the goals and 
objectives of Urantia Foundation for the 
dissemination and the protection of the 
teachings of The Urantia Book: 

Article 11: 2.1 PRlNCIPAL OBJECT: 
The object for which this foundation is 
created is the promotion, improvement, 
and expansion among the peoples of the 
world of the comprehension and 
understanding of Cosmology and the 
relation of the planet on which we live to 
the Universe, of the genesis and destiny 
of Man and his relation to God, and of 
the true teachings of Jesus Christ; and 
for the inculcation and encouragement of 
the realization and appreciation of the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood 
of Man- in order to increase and enhance 
the comfort, happiness, and well being 
of Man, as an individual and as a 
member of society, through the fostering 
of a religion, a philosophy, and a 
cosmology which are commensurate 
with Man's intellectual and cultural 
development. 

2.2. CONCORDANT OBJECTS: The 
concordant objects for which the 
Foundation is created are to perpetually 



preserve inviolate the text of THE 
URANTIA BOOK and to disseminate 
the principles, teachings, and doctrines 
of THE URANTIA BOOK. 

ARTICLE ID: gives the plan for the 
Trustees tofu/fill their trust and to carry out 
their task: 

3.1. PRESERVATION OF THE TEXT 
OF THE URANTIA BOOK : It shall be 
the primary duty of the Trustees to 
perpetually preserve inviolate the text of 
THE URANTIA BOOK, and the 
Trustees shall use and employ such 
means and methods, and facilities and 
apply and expend as much of the Trust 
Estate as in the judgement of the 
Trustees shall be necessary, proper, or 
appropriate, for the preserving and the 
safekeeping of copies of the original text 
of THE URANTIA BOOK, duly 
authenticated by the Trustees, from loss, 
damage, or destruction and from 

. alteration, modification, revision, or 
change in any manner or in any 
particular. 

3.2. EFFECTING PRINCIPAL 
OBJECT: It shall be the duty of the 
Trustees to use and employ such means 
and methods as they shall from time to 
time devise and develop and to apply 
and expend the Trust Estate to promote 
and effectuate the general purposes as 
set forth in paragraph 2.1. 

3.3. PRESERVATION AND 
CONTROL OF REPRODUCTION OF 
THE Urantia BOOK: It shall be the duty 
of the Trustees to retain absolute and 
unconditional control of all plates and 
other media for the printing and 
reproduction of The Urantia Book and 
any translation thereof, to make or cause 
to be made such additional plates and 
other media as shall from time to time be 
required to print and reproduce THE 
URANTIA BOOK and any translations 
thereof, to retain the absolute and 
unconditional control of the possession, 
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custody, use, and disposition of all such 
plates and other media for the printing 
and reproduction of THE URANTIA 
BOOK and translation thereof, and to 
apply and use the Trust Estate therefor. 

It is my understanding, my belief, and my 
conviction that as Jong as we follow the 
instructions of the Declaration of Trust 
creating Urantia Foundation, we are 
respectful of the Revelators' plan and 
therefore we are in partnership with the 
Revelators. We co-operate with them and 
our way is safe and right. We are faithful 
servants. 

To deviate from this path can be really easy. 
Sometimes it can become tempting for some 
people to deviate from the initial course 
when an argument or formulation of a subtle 
new plan is appealing and presented in a way 
that appeals to the em9tions, or is presented 
in a friendly, seemingly logical manner. 
Often these arguments fail to take into 
account the historical context. But we are on 
this planet to be tested for our loyalty, faith, 
and trustworthiness. 

Is /oyalty--devotion to highest duty
desirable? Then must man carry on amid 
the possibilities of betrayal and 
desertion. The valor of devotion to duty 
consists in the implied danger of default. 
[51:11] 

On first thought it might appear that 
Urantia and its associated isolated 
worlds are most unfortunate in being 
deprived of the beneficent presence and 
influence of such superhuman 
personalities as a Planetary Prince and 
a Material Son and Daughter. But 
isolation of these spheres affords their 
races a unique opportunity for the 
exercise of faith and for the development 
of a peculiar quality of confidence in 
cosmic reliability which is not dependent 
on sight or any other material 
consideration. It may tum out, 
eventually, that mortal creatures hailing 
from the worlds quarantined in 



consequence of rebellion are extremely 
fortunate. We have discovered that such 
ascenders are very early intrusted with 
numerous special assignments to cosmic 
undertakings where unquestioned faith 
and sublime confidence are essential to 
achievement. [578:6] 

The Reasons for a Copyright 

Unfortunately, Urantia is branded with the 
seal of rebellion and impatience: Impatience 
is a spirit poison, ... [557:4] says an 
Archangel ofNebadon. 

The history of our planet shows that since the 
rebellion of Lucifer, all revelations have been 
under severe attack. The Fifth Epochal 
Revelation is no exception. Because this one 
came in book form, the attacks are directed 
against the text itself as well as against the 
tools in place for its protection and 
dissemination. Therefore it is of the greatest 
importance that, until its world-wide 
dissemination, the _text is protected with a 
copyright. 

Within the human realms, the midwayers 
must use human laws. The only legal way to 
protect a text is with a copyright, which pro
vides for protection during the birth and 
infancy of the revelation. It ensures 
protection until a time when it can stand 
safely on its own. Until then there is an 
incubation period whereby the text must be 
protected and its reproduction and 
t�anslations must be carefully controlled. 

This copyright is also useful and necessary 
for many other reasons. 

A copyright to protect the integrity of the 
text 

The best way to destroy or abort the Fifth 
Epochal Revelation before it can stand on its 
own would be to change the content of The 
Urantia Book. 
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We have seen previously how the Revelators 
were concerned with the protection of the 
text. 43 years after the firs� publication we 
must try to understand their motives for 
being so concerned with its protection. 

The idea of dismembering The Urantia Book 
by splitting it into parts; for example to 
publish Part IV separately, is appealing to 
some. Some individuals think that because of 
the difficulty of the text, many potential 
readers are disadvantaged in that they may 
miss out on the opportunity to enjoy at least a 
portion of the revelation such as "The Life 
and Teachings of Jesus." 

First I see no evidence that Part IV is easier 
to understand than the other parts of the 
book. In fact, we are told how the apostles 
experienced difficulties with Jesus' teachings, 
and some of Jesus' talks are indeed very 
difficult. 

Second, it is not up to us to decide what 
people should read. Let the potential reader 
have his own experience with the book. Let 
the reader decide for himself what is good for 
him. Let him be exposed to the entire 
revelation. 

Third, Jesus and his unmatchable life is also 
extensively described in the other parts of the 
book. I don't see the wisdom in printing only 
Part IV simply for the sake of presenting 
Jesus to potential readers. To present it out of 
the context with the rest of the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation is taking the plan into our own 
hands and deviating from the original plan. 

Fourth, it is possible that, in some western 
Christian countries, publishing Part IV sepa
rately would become a best seller with the 
possible consequence of eclipsing The 
Urantia Book itself and making the 
revelation appear as "Occidental" to the rest 
of the world. 

Fifth: the world needs the entire revelation. 
Like Adam and Eve who were told to give 



birth to at least 500,000 children before 
starting to intennany, The Urantia Book 
must be spread widely before it is 
dismembered. When the copyright expires in 
2030, it will be important that the world is 
already saturated with the entire revelation. 

And if those arguments are not explicit 
enough then, listen to what Jesus said to his 
apostles as a very clear instruction during his 
last appearance: 

'1 admonish you ever to remember that your 
mission among men is to proclaim the gospel 
of the kingdom--the reality of the fatherhood 
of God and the truth of the sons hip of man. 
Proclaim the whole truth of the good news, 
not just a part of the saving gospel. "[2052:4] 

This revelation is so powerful and attractive 
that it is inevitable that it attracts, and will 
continue to attract immature, impatient, and 
unbalanced individuals or groups who, under 
the false pretext of religious freedom or so
called unselfish service, would want to 
appropriate The Urantia Book for their own 
purposes, thereby having to fight against the 
copyright in order to put the text in the public 
domain before the book is safe and translated 
into many languages. 

This is my belief: that, among many other 
reasons for a copyright, one of the most 

important is to protect the revelation 
against such individuals and groups. 

In dealing with the Urantia papers we should 
always remember that it is a thousand year 
project and we should think about long tenn 
solutions. How sad and ironic it is that all 
these problems have taken place in the very 
country where the revelation was born. 

A copyright for the control of t/re quality of 
translations 

Another good reason to have the copyright in 
effect is so that Urantia Foundation can con
trol, or oversee, the quality and accuracy of 
the translations. 
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It is of the utmost importance to make sure 
that translations reflect, as closely as 
possible, the English text so that the original 
meanings are not jeopardized or distorted for 
the non-English speaking people. 

Past experience shows that specific condi
tions are required to translate The Urantia 
Book in a manner that will meet the criteria 
of quality, consistency, and accuracy. Among 
those qualities and conditions the translators 
must possess the following: 

Love for the revelation, be long time readers, 
willing to work with a team, are not restricted 
by time frames, are available, dedicated, 
cooperative, and willing to work without re
ward or recognition. These are all conditions 
that we cannot find with commercial and pro
fessional translation finns whose conditions 
are purely economic and results purely 
financial. How could we expect a 
professional translator to spend two or even 
three days on a sentence, trying to be 
consistent with other ideas and concepts 
expressed somewhere else in the book? 
Unles� the translator is in love with the 
revelation, how can he be sensitive and 
receptive to the spiritual messages in the 
book? 

Potential translators are individuals who are 
moved by the teachings of The Urantia Book 
and wish to help with the translation project. 
They make contact with Urantia Foundation, 
the owner of the copyright, and show a 
willingness to work harmoniously and 
cooperatively with us. 

Urantia Foundation, being responsible for the 
spreading of the revelation, exercises its 
control and watch-care through the copyright. 

A copyright as a barrier against impatience 
and immaturity 

We must understand and recognize that the 
present struggle among our readership groups 
is a struggle between the forces of patience 
and the forces of impatience, the forces of 



cooperation and the forces of competition. 
Intelligent and fraternal cooperation between 
religious groups leads to spiritual unity, 
while competition leads to disunity and 
failure. 

The book teaches us the following about 
competition: 

Throughout the earlier ages of any world, 
competition is essential to progressive civi
lization. As the evolution of man progresses, 
co-operation becomes increasingly effective. 
In advanced civilizations co-operation is 
more efficient than competition. Early man is 
stimulated by competition. Early evolution is 
characterized by the survival of the 
biologically fit, but later civilizations are the 
better promoted by intelligent co-operation, 
understanding.fraternity, and spiritual 
brotherhood. [805:3] 

Step two of the plan is still at work. English, 
Spanish, and French speakers represent only 
15% of the world in terms of language. We 
encounter extreme difficulties with the 
distribution in Russia. 85% of the world has 
not yet been exposed to the teachings of The 
Urantia Book and the launching has not yet 
even began. It is utopian to think that with 
only a total of350,000 copies sold in very 
few countries, and with only a handful of 
translations completed, the teachings of The 
Urantia Book are safe from being distorted or 
presented to the world in a way which is not 
in keeping with the intentions of the 
revelators. 

We understand that people are moved by the 
teachings of the book and honestly want to 
busy themselves with the Father's business 
and promote the teachings of The Urantia 
Book without restrictions, but we must keep 
our souls in patience because the building of 
the foundation of the revelation is not yet 
finished. Who would be so foolish as to build 
a skyscraper on unfinished foundations? 

There is much, very much, that readers and 
groups can do to disseminate the teachings, 
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without the need to infringe on the copyright 
and trademarks. 

The Trademarks: The Three Concentric
circles Symbol and the word "Urantia" 

Another issue I would like to address today is 
the one on the trademarks -- the three 
Concentric-Circles Symbol and the names 
"Urantia" and "Urantian" -- especially the 
three Concentric-Circle Symbol. 

First of all, we are told that the symbol is the 
material emblem of the Trinity government 
[606:0]. They were displayed as "the banner 
of Michael" under which the loyal beings 
rallied when "there was war in heaven" 
during the episode of the Lucifer rebellion. 

Then, they were used by Machiventa during 
his emergency revelation on earth and, as 
such, they became associated with the third 
revelation. 

Therefore, it is natural that, as an identifi
cation mark of its origin, The Urantia Book, 
being the material form of the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation, carries the three Concentric
Circles Symbol. It is only natural that Urantia 
Foundation, being its publisher, ([legal] 
owner of [the text of] The Urantia Book and 
not of the Fifth Epochal Revelation) register 
them as service marks, trademarks, and 
membership marks (this was done in 1952, 
1971, and 1978). This trademark identifies 
the organization in charge of the Urantia 
project, as well as identifying it� affiliated

_ 
associations who support Urantta Foundation 
in its task for the dissemination and 
protection; those groups who are desirous of 
cooperating with the plan of the revelators. 

But, let's suppose for a minute that the 
copyright was in the public domain and 
Urantia Foundation had lost its trademarks. 
What would be the foreseeable 
consequences? 



Immediately a number of publishers would 
break the book into separate parts and 
publish them. 

Simplified versions of the text would flourish 
on the market, digests would be published, 
and great confusion would ensue because 
people would not know which book carried 
the entire and authentic revelation. 

Immediately publishers would start dozens of 
translations of parts of the book, using 
professionals with no mechanisms in place to 
insure quality and accuracy, resulting in 
pandemonium and leading to confusion in all 
countries and among the potential readership. 

Social groups of believers would also be
come publishers and enter into a wild 
business of competition for the control of 
both the market and the readership instead of 
being busy with social activities such as 
education, dissemination, and brotherhood. 

Is this what we want for the unfolding of 
the Fifth Epochal Revelation? Is this the 
desire of the Revelators? Will this help the 
development of a world-wide brotherhood 
of believers? 

What is Urantia Foundation going to do? 

Urantia Foundation will continue the 
programs that have been implemented to 
fulfill its trust and duties. 

Translations 

Among them translations are of great im
portance and are considered to be vital for the 
spreading of the revelation. 

Since we know that the copyright is a tem
porary and transitional state for the 
revelation, and that it will ultimately end, 
Urantia Foundation must use this period of 
protection to provide accurate translations 
and to control their quality. For that purpose, 
Urantia Foundation has developed a 30 year 
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plan. Our plan is to translate The Urantia

Book into 60 languages by the year 2030. We 
will concentrate on the most important 
languages so that more than 80% of the 
world population will have access to the 
Revelation in their own tongue by that time. 
We will ensure that the translation to be pro
vided will be the best which can be achieved 
through purely human efforts. Urantia 
Foundation, with its past and ongoing 
experience, has set up guidelines, principles 
and criteria concerning the choice of the 
translators as well as the translating 
technique. 

Because it is impossible to translate this 
2,097 page book without mistakes, Urantia 
Foundation has developed a technique of im
provement for each translation, which 
consists in extensive revision work during 
the first two or three printings in order to 
reach a 99% accuracy and fluidity. Once 
again, we have the duty to provide the best, 
most accurate translations because we must 
respect the Revelator's work and plan; we 
must translate and not interpret the book, and 
provide the readership with an excellent 
translation that will be the standard when 
the copyright expires. 

Continuation of tl,e efforts of publishing 
and distributing Tl,e Urantia Book world
wide 

Urantia Foundation believes that business 
and social activities should be clearly 
separated. It is not wise or safe for 
individuals or social groups of believers to 
concern themselves with publishing. Social 
groups of readers must focus their efforts on 
social activities and outreach - dissemination 
of the teachings. 

Publishing and distribution of The Urantia

Book is a business task and therefore needs a 
professional approach. Urantia Foundation 
attended more than 12 international book 
fairs last year and has expanded its network 
of distributors. 



Promotion of a friendly environment for 
Cooperation 
One of the most important lessons to be 
learned during your mortal career is team
work. The spheres of perfection are manned 
by those who have mastered this art of 
working with other beings. Few are the 
duties in the universe for the lone servant. 
[Mighty Messenger p.312: 1 ]. 

Teamwork is based on trust and respect for 
one other. We are all dedicated readers and 
believers. The Trustees of Urantia 
Foundation are willing to cooperate and work 
in harmony with individuals or groups who 
believe in the importance of the revelation 
for our planet, and who are willing to work in 
partnership with the revelators and in support 
of the Declaration of Trust. 

We are dealing with a superhuman phe
nomenon. The revelation is not the work of 
humans, but its management happens 
through humans. Consequently, the humans 
who are involved in its management have to 
adopt and apply the ways of the universe. 

Leadership is an essential, a crucial, feature 
of the ways of the universe. Urantia 
Foundation is willing to exercise its 
leadership role by creating, encouraging, and 
fostering an environment in which an 
individual, as well as a group, can function 
and cooperate harmoniously. 

Very soon, new policies for secondary works 
and permission to quote will be implemented 
which will meet the need of 98% of the 
readership, covering the educational as well 
as the commercial use. There will always be 
an extremist fringe of individuals who are 
never happy with whatever we may give 
them. 

New policies for website licenses will be 
implemented in order to expose The Urantia 
Book and its translations to more potential 
readers and be consistent with the copyright 
laws. 
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New policies will be introduced which en
able individuals to use the concentric circles 
symbol within precise rules that will also 
protect the usage by Urantia Foundation of 
its trademarks. 

Secondary Works 
We all agree that secondary works are, some 
times necessary and desirable. They express 
the understanding, interpretation, and 
experience of their authors with The 
URANTJA Book. Sometimes, when they are 
good, they can be of some help to others in 
the discovery of new meanings. 

Nevertheless, it should be reminded that 

The URANTIA Book is the revelation and 
should not be supplanted or replaced in the 
mind of the potential reader by any human 
interpretation. 

Once again what is the most important is the 
first-hand experience of the reader with The 
URANTJA Book in its entirety and no human 
work, as good as it can be, can replace the 
spiritual chemistry that takes place in the 
arena of the human mind when the spiritually 
starving soul tries to grasp the reality of 
spiritual values within The URANTJA Book. 

Following is the statement of an Orvonton 
Divine Counselor about The URANTJA Book. 

We are fully cognizant of the difficulties of 
our assignment; we recognize the impossi
bility of fully translating the language of the 
concepts of divinity and eternity into the 
symbols of the language of the finite concepts 
of the mortal mind. But we know that there 
dwells within the human mind a fragment of 
God, and that there sojourns with the human 
soul the Spirit of Truth; and we further know 
that these spirit forces conspire to enable 
material man to grasp the reality of spiritual 
values and to comprehend the philosophy of 
universe meanings. But even more certainly 
we know that these spirits of the Divine 
Presence are able to assist man in the 
spiritual appropriation of all truth 
contributory to the enhancement of the ever-



progressing reality of personal religious 
experience--God-consciousness. [ 17:2] 

Concerning the so called "channeled mate
rial" it must be reminded also that, according 
to The Urantia Book itself, the 196 papers 
represent the entirety of the Revelation. 
Therefore, no one can claim that he/she is 
receiving complements of the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation. 

Urantia Foundation being concerned with the 
possibility of confusion, distortion, and 
amalgamation is not willing to associate The 
Urantia Book with those materials. 

Promotion of Unity and Peace among the 
Readership 

Genuine,justifiable and durable unity can be 
built only on the acceptance of wise 
cooperation and recognition of the revelators' 
plan for the revelation. Unity must be 
principled. 

It would be very easy to achieve unity within 
the readership for the sake of public relations 
if the Foundation gave into certain demands 
and gave public licenses for the use of the 
text and trademarks, or better still, simply to 
drop the text into the public domain. These 
demands to allow blanket, public licenses 
would virtually allow anyone to do as they 
pleased with the text as it would become 
impossible to monitor adherence to the 
conditions of license. 

It would be extremely unwise for the 
Foundation to compromise the Plan to this 
degree for the sake of unity. 

Unity, if achievable at all, must be princi
pled. The basic principles and fundamentals 
need to be accepted. Unity must not be 
bought by sacrificing the will of the 
revelators: the uncompromissable 
responsibility of the Foundation to fulfill its 
trust. Unity for the sake of unity is 
dangerous. The idea of a (re)established unity 
of the movement is desirable and hopefully 
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will prevail. But unity cannot be achieved 
through concessions such as giving up the 
copyright and/or trademarks. 

Arguments, sometimes angry, occasionally 
friendly, whose objective is to extract 
concessions from the Foundation and to lure 
it to deviations from its principles, for the 
sake of unity, are presented every day. 
Trustee, Gard Jameson, in answer to state
ments made at a recent USUA conference 
made it very clear that the Foundation was 
not like the straw house in the children's 
story of the "Three Little Pigs." He used this 
metaphor to indicate that the Foundation's 
house is built out of bricks and will stand 
strong and true to its trust to protect the 
inviolate text of The Urantia Book, and in 
order to do this it must maintain the 
copyright and marks. 

We understand that th�re will be those who 
don't want to join with us in this task and we 
respect their decision in a spirit of 
brotherhood and unity. All the Foundation is 
asking of readers is to recognize the law and 
conduct their dissemination activities within 
that law. 

Conclusion 

We should always remember that this life on 
this planet is the beginning of the most 
exciting adventure of searching for God our 
Father, but it is also the place where human 
beings are loyalty tested. Ultimately, what 
we are doing is not so important because the 
Most Highs rule over the planet and the book 
teaches us that the succession of failures in 
former revelations, the betrayal of the 
Planetary Prince and default of Adam and 
Eve, were beneficial in the long run because 
of the important lessons learned. The most 
important thing is the way we exercise our 
free will, our loyalty to the revelation and the 
determination we show to follow the plan 
that has been established by the revelators. 

We all observe and experience that, for the 
present time, The Urantia Book is appealing 
only to a minority of individuals. This is 



proof that the book was given to us before 
the world was ready for it. 

Therefore and once again, Urantia Founda
tion is willing to cooperate with all 
individuals and service oriented groups all 
over the world who realize the importance of 
such a project, who understand the necessity 
for friendly cooperation and loyalty to the 
revelators' plan, and to establish a solid and 
stable foundation for the time to come when 
the teachings will be accepted on a broader 
scale. 

At this time, I would like to quote one of my 
predecessor in Trust: 

"We must be living examples of this new 
revelation -- individually and collectively." 
And in conclusion, the following quote from 
The Urantia Boole 

And this which your eyes now behold, this 
small beginning of twelve commonplace men, 
shall multiply and grow until eventually the 
whole earth shall be filled with the praise of 
my Father. And it will not be so much by the 
words you speak as by the lives you live that 
men will know you have been with me and 
have learned of the realities of the kingdom. 
And while I would lay no grievous burdens 
upon your minds, I am about to put upon 
your souls the solemn responsibility of 
representing me in the world when I shall 
presently leave you as I now represent my 
Father in this life which I am living in the 
flesh. [1569:4] 

Thank you for your attention. 

Trustee, Gard Jameson Speaks at 

IDA Conference 1n Helainki 
Our Responsibility To The Revelatory Commission 

I wish to thank the Finnish community for 
this wonderful conference experience, I wish 
to thank the European community for their 
participation in this conference. Gathering 
with you people from France, England, 
Scotland, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Belgium, Malta, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, 
Russia, Spain, Columbia, Peru, Australia, 
Canada and the U.S. in this beautiful 
conference setting is a small taste of the 
future age of light and life. It should give us 
hope for the future of the planet and of the 
revelation. 

In this talk I would like to give you a clear 
picture of the Trustees' role. And, I would 
like to suggest that we who believe this 
revelation are all trustees. There are 
essentially two functions provided for in the 
Declaration of Trust, 

I) Dissemination of the Fifth Epochal
Revelation, and
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2) Providing for the integrity of the
inviolate text.

It is clear that these two functions were 
requested by the revelatory commission. The 
question I would ask of our global 
community is whether we truly recognize, 
acknowledge and affirm these instructions 
from the revelatory commission? Do we take 
seriously the reality of the revelatory 
commission? 

We have been given a tremendous gift in the 
Fifth Epochal Revelation. With that gift 
comes both rights and responsibilities. There 
are many who would immediately claim the 
rights without living up to the responsibilities 
of this great gift. 

In the name of dissemination there are those 
who would destroy the copyright or dilute it 
to such an extent as to make it ineffective. 

There were clear instructions given by the 



revelatory commission to protect the 
copyright until the revelation was well 
rooted. The Foundation is in the process of 
translating the revelation into at least twelve 

, new languages, representing more than 
twelve countries. The question I would ask 
is whether the revelatory commission's 
instructions has relevance in those countries 
wherein translations are being undertaken, 
China, Korea, Brazil, etc... Then the 
copyright must be clearly supported. For if it 
is lost in the U.S., it is lost globally. That is 
the law. 

With respect to dissemination the Trustees 
have developed policies recently that will, in 
our opinion, provide for 98% of all the 
people who desire to be about the work of 
dissemination and have felt hampered by 
previous copyright policy. It is our prayer 
that with these policies in place we can 
promote an environment of cooperation 
globally that will truly allow for an effective 
dissemination of the revelation. 

I would share with you an image of a home, 
your home. There are those who would 
suggest that locking the doors to your home 
at night represents a policy of fear. I would 
suggest that it represents not fear but caution. 
In this world, as we have clearly seen from 
the experience of previous epochal 
revelations, such caution is a reflection of 
wisdom. Again, I ask do we truly appreciate 
that there was a revelatory commission of 
beings from all parts of the universe, from 
the United Midwayers to Divine Counselors, 
who were in some fashion concerned with 
this revelation being well rooted and 
providing some safeguards at the outset of its 
development? Do we appreciate their request 
for policies of effective but patient 
dissemination? Do we appreciate the global 
nature of the revelation and the need for such 
policies globally? 

The second role of the Trustees' that I shared 
with you regards the responsibility of 
respecting the integrity of the inviolate text. 
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There are those who, in a spirit of 
impatience, would violate the integrity of the 
text by splitting it up. We have been given a 
carefully painted picture of the cosmos, its 
origin, history and destiny in relation to the 
life and teachings of Jesus, our Creator Son, 
as he is carefully portrayed in Parts I, II, III 
and IV of the Book. This picture was 
developed over a period of hundreds of years 
by the revelatory commission. There are 
those who would cut the revelatory 
commission's picture up in the name of 
dissemination. Imagine with me for a 
moment taking a picture, the Mona Lisa, and 
cutting it up into four pieces, and displaying 
a quarter of that beautiful picture in its own 
frame. I do not think that is what Leonardo 
Da Vince had in mind, nor do I believe that is 
what the revelatory commission had in mind. 

My involvement with the global 
interfaith movement also suggests 

to me th(lt such partitioning of the 
revelation does not seem a wise 

move. 

My son, Michael, greatly enjoys picture 
puzzles. Imagine if I were to give him a box 
with only one quarter of the pieces. It doesn't 
seem appropriate, does it? The revelatory 
commission put a massive puzzle together in 
an exceedingly artistic and careful way. That 
picture should be respected by all of us as we 
go about disseminating the truths of the 
Book. 

My involvement with the global interfaith 
movement also suggests to me that such 
partitioning of the revelation does not seem a 
wise move. I was recently in Edmonton, 
Canada, at a meeting of the North American 
Interfaith Network. I discussed the matter 
with a leader of the Network who also reads 
The Urantia Book and she concurred. The

Urantia Book is serving as a leaven to the 
world's great traditions in this time and it is 



just beginning to perform that very important 
function. Let us allow this process of 
leavening to take place without putting Part 
rv up against the New Testament. 

We have seen the consequences of 
impatience in previous revelations. What 
have we learned? Maybe in this instance, 
with the Fifth Epochal Revelation, we might 

consider, that ifwe err, we might wish to 
err in the direction of patience. 

We on this planet have a very immature 
concept of time, and therefore our projects, 
as evolutionary creatures on the very first 
rung of universe existence. We unwisely 
measure time and therefore The Urantia

Book project by our incredibly short lifetime, 
by our seventy some years, often-times 
without due consideration of the longer tern 
vista. The Urantia Book project is a long 
term project. 

There are those who, in a spirit of 

impatience, would violate the 

integrity of the text by splitting it 

up. 

I am a student of paleontology. I sit on the 
board of a museum of paleontology in 
California, the Raymond M. Alf Museum of 
Life. In our museum we have a fifty-foot 
spiral that records the evolution of life on 
Urantia. All of recorded human history is 
demonstrated by the specs of dust on the end 
of this great spiral. 

Let me give you another example of out 
short-sided view of time, consider Jesus' 
sixth bestowal before his arrival on our small 
planet, Urantia. His sixth bestowal occurred 
during the time of the Jurassic Park, when 
Tyrannosaurus Rex was the King of Kings on 
Urantia. Do we have the wisdom to give due 
consideration to the longer term vista? Do 
we have the ·courage to possess our souls in 
patience and be about the most immediate 
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tasks of the revelation, as instructed and 
provided for by the revelatory commission? 

We must rest our souls in wisdom and learn 
to be more compassionate toward one 
another and take seriously the long-term 
nature of the adventure of which we are all a 
part. We should do our best to acquire the 
perspective of the revelatory commission and 
take responsibility, collectively, for that 
perspective. 

Urantia Foundation has formally adopted a 
policy of unity. The Trustees have sought 
the wisdom of the community, travelling 
globally to gamer that wisdom. We humbly 
request that those who would destroy the 
copyright or violate the integrity of the 
revelatory picture consider the consequences 
of such actions, consequences such as 
bleeding the resources from the work of 
publication, translations (which are so 
expensive and so greatly needed), and 
dissemination of the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation. Other consequences include 
further division in an already divided 
community and the very real possibility of 
failing to respect the instructions of the 
revelatory commission, .itself. 

The Master sought and now seeks unity in 
every possible way known to a Creator Son 
here on Urantia. The Master sought and now 
seeks to find healing within the divided 
community of war-weary citizens oftbe 
World of the Cross. We who have been 
given so much have a tremendous 
responsibility to try with all out hearts, 
minds, and souls to respond to the wishes of 
our Creator Son. His last prayer on Urantia 
was a prayer requesting that there be unity 
among the brotherhood of believers. We are 
told that we have a sacred obligation toward 
one another in the fulfillment of these duties. 
Do we have the gracious courage to try to 
give Jesus the gift, which he so ardently 
desired and desires? 

We have been asked to form thousands of 
study groups. Have we carried out that 
instruction? Not yet. 



Our division has distracted us from focusing 
on this immediate and primary task. To 
cany out this task will require all the talents 
and resources of our community of believers 

. working in solidarity. We must get the book 
into libraries and bookstores around the 
world. We must get it translated, as we are 
in the process of doing, so that the vast 
majority of the world's population has access 
to it. We must work on forming and 
developing study groups and study group 
leaders. These are the immediate projects 
toward which we, as a community, should be 
directing our attention. 

May we have the courage to recognize and 
respond, responsibly, to these immediate 
instructions and goals. 

Maybe in this-instance, with-the 
Fifth Epochal Revelation, we

might consider, that if we e", we

might wish to err in the direction 
of patience. 

Postscript to the speech delivered in 
Helsinki 

Peep Sober, chief of the Estonian translation 
team, delivered a presentation at the Estonian 
conference, immediately after the Finnish 
conference. I would like to share some 
reflections that were inspired by that talk as a 
postscript to my talk in Finland. 

In speaking about the future, Peep referred to 
the process of reality in the philosophical 
terms of thesis, anti-thesis and synthesis. I 
believe that in our limited understanding of 
the Supreme we give short shrift to this 
process of synthesis and how profoundly it 
affects not only the evolution of our 
organizations, but, our personal evolution as 
well. He analyzed the current division in the 
movement in term of thesis, anti-thesis and 
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synthesis. If we could have the courage to 
see ourselves in relation to such a process, 
rather than two or more tracks moving 
independently, we might be able to provide a 
context for considering resolution. Such a 
process requires courage and a willingness to 
engage in a process of expanding trust. This 
is not an easy requirement; but, it is 
necessary if we accept the premise that we 
are all growing within the womb of the 
Supreme. At the close of the twentieth 
century we stand before the bar of human 
need; we stand at the end of a century that 
has claimed untold- misery and destruction of 
life. Standing in a camp in Estonia, wherein 
barbed wire can be seen, with a high tower 
that sheltered armed Soviet frontier guard 
just a few short years ago, quickly brings 
home the point that we must move toward 
resolution, toward solidarity in this small 
movement of believers in the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation. There is much work to_be_done 
and it is so much better done in cooperation. 
I salute the work of the Estonians, Peep and 
his team, in bringing the works of the Fifth 
Epochal Revelation to their people. I pray 
that the people ofNorth America will move 
toward resolution of their differences and 
begin solidly supporting the work of 
dissemination to people around the world, 
such as the Estonians. There is so much 
work to be done. 

Peep referred in his speech to the thesis of 
the "revelation process, Contact Commission, 
Forum, Urantia Foundation (1950), Urantia 
Brotherhood (1955), The Urantia Book

(1955)", the antithesis being the creation of 
the "Fellowship (1989), IUA (1993), 
Copyright battle," and the synthesis 
commencing in 1997, "Foundation and 
Fellowship begin cooperation." This 
insightful analysis provides clues as to what, 
perhaps, we have been through and some 
suggestion of what we must assume as our 
responsibility. Inevitably, there are tensions 
that will confront us in the future in similar 
fashion. What we should begin to 
understand is that these tensions are part and 
parcel of a dynamic process of which we are 
all a part and in which we are all called upon 



to move towards synthesis, in a manner that 
respects the process. In The Urantia Book, 
we are often reminded of the importance of 
the "how" constantly. 

We should be asking ourselves what have we 
learned in this process, this process that is 
occurring within the realms of time and 
space, within the domain of the Supreme? 
How has this experience given us insight into 
what may lie ahead? 

Peep referred to the uncertainty of the 
process of which we are a part with a quote 
from The Urantia Book. 

In the more advance planetary ages these 
seraphim enhance man's appreciation of the 
truth that uncertainty is the secret of 

contented continuity. They help the mortal 
philosophers to realize that, when ignorance 
is essential to success, it would be a colossal 
blunder for the creature to know the future. 
They heighten man's taste for the sweetness 
of uncertainty, for the romance and charm of 
the indefinite and unknown future. [p.438:2] 

Can we all recognize this process of which 
we are a part and breath into the "sweetness 
of uncertainty"? Do we have the willingness 
to move past our uncooperative behaviors 
and continue to bring resolution to our lack 
of unity? Do we have the courage to give the 
Master what he truly wants within our 
community? In the name of our Master, I 
pray we do. And, I pray this is your prayer, 
too! 

Historic Meeting --

Council of National Presidents Formed 

On the evening of August 7, 1998 at the 
Helsinki IUA conference, the second meeting 
of representatives from all of the National 
Associations ofillA met. The first meeting 
was held at the last ITJA conference in 
Nashville, 1996. 

It has been felt for sometime by many ITJA 
members that the leadership aspect on the 
international level of ITJA was a bit hazy and 
ill-defined, which made the National 
Associations appear to be fragmented entities 
with no visible ties to one another on an 
international scale. While the Board of 
Directors of Urantia Brotherhood 
Association (UBA) are the same as the Board 
of Trustees ofUrantia Foundation, making 
them the technical "head" of ITJA, it is 
impractical and unrealistic for them to handle 
the detailed responsibilities of leadership and 
coordination duties for the IUA. The Trustees 
set policy and prefer to delegate the 
"outworkings" of their policies to the IUA 
membership. 
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Provision was made in the IUA Charter and 
Bylaws document for the Chair of the 
Coordinating Committee to be the overseer 
and coordinator of projects and activities 
which concerned all National Associations. 

The Board of Directors, in response to 
requests from the membership to define the 
leadership of IUA more clearly and to 
delegate leadership responsibilities to the 
membership, have created an internal 
governing body within the IUA which is 
called the "International Urantia Association 
Council ofNational Presidents." (IUACNP) 
(or CNP for short.) The following is the 
Trustees new resolution: 

"Be it resolved that the Trustees of Urantia 
Foundation acting in their capacity as the 
governing board of the International Urantia 
Association do hereby create an internal 
governing body within the IUA to be called 
the International Urantia Association Council 
of National Presidents and Vice Presidents. 
The members of this council shall consist of 
the President and Vice President (or their 



duly designated representatives) from each 
IUA National Association of record, and 
shall be responsible for coordinating the 
international business and activities of the 

, IUA. This council will operate under the 
direction of the Trustees and their actions 
will be governed by a set of by-laws that are 
herewith approved." 

Purpose 
The purpose of the IUACNP is to serve, 
integrate, and coordinate the functions of 
IUA constituencies worldwide. In matters of 
business or coordination activities, which 
affect associations worldwide, the IUACNP 
will function as the administrative governing 
unit of the International Urantia Association. 

Membership, Chairperson, and Recorder 
The voting membership of the IUACNP shall 
consist of duly elected Presidents and Vice
Presidents of each National Association of 
record, as well as the elected Chairperson and 
Recorder who may or may not be a President 
or Vice-President of a National Association, 
but must be a member in good standing of 
the IUA. 

At the beginning of the biannual business 
meeting of the IUACNP, the voting members 
shall elect a Chairperson and Recorder whose 
terms of service shall begin with that meeting 
and continue until the elections at the 
beginning of the next biannual meeting 

Organizational Structure 
The IUACNP shall consist of voting 
members of equal standing with no special 
authority excepting a Chairperson and 
Recorder. The voting members may exercise 
the powers of the IUA and enact or perform 
all such lawful acts as are allowed by law, the 
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IUA Charter and Bylaws, the IUACNP 
Rules, and the charters and bylaws of 
constituent associations. The actions of the 
IUACNP shall be consistent with the needs 
and requirements of its National 
Associations, with the objectives of the IUA, 
and with the teachings of The Urantia Book. 

Responsibilities of Chairperson and 
Recorder 
The Chairperson functions as the chief 
executive officer of the IUACNP, supervises 
and oversees the business affairs of the 
IUACNP, and oversees projects and 
programs of international scale. He or she 
presides over all meetings of the IUACNP, 
acts as spokesperson for the Council of 
National Presidents, and represents the IUA. 
This person shall work closely with the IUA 
Administrator and Trustees ofUrantia 
Foundation and shall consult with Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents ofNational Associations 
on matters of mutual interest. The 
Chairperson has no official influence in 
matters of the individual National 
Associations. 

The Recorder administers IUACNP 
correspondence and meeting minutes, 
maintains the voting membership register, 
and performs other various administrative 
duties as assigned by the Chairperson or 
membership of the IUACNP. 

At the IUA meeting in Helsinki the drafted 
bylaws for the CNP were discussed and 
formally adopted. Elections for Chairperson 
and Recorder were then held. Seppo Kanerva 
of Finland was elected as Chairperson and 
Kathleen Swadling of Australia, as Recorder. 
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